
September 24, 2017 
 
The Appeal - I Corinthians 1:10-17 , main focus on vs 10-11 
 
 

1. The report (vs 11) 
a. Who is Chloe?  

i. Perhaps a believer in Corinth 
ii. May have also been a business associate and thus “her People” may 

have been servants/employees sent to Ephesus for trade purposes 
iii. Application: 

1. When you give a report, be prepared to be named as the 
informant  

a. Paul identifies her and her “people” as the source 
2. When you receive a report go to the people involved directly 

a. Paul here does just we are supposed to do when we hear 
negative things about a brother or sister -- he goes to them 
and he identifies the source  

2. Paul Appeals (vs 10a) 
a. Paul has just established his apostolic authority yet he does not command 

anything of the Corinthians 
b. Rather he appeals to them “by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” 

i. My observation is that this is God’s primary method of correction in the life 
of his saints -- he appeals to us through an agent of Grace 

1. One way this is done through the Conviction of our heart by God 
the Holy Spirit 

a. His conviction is an invitation to change, a prompt to 
surrender -- he never forces us to or away from any action. 
Rather he reminds us of the character of Christ and pleads 
with our hearts stop acting according to our flesh and to 
start acting according to Christ 

2. Another way that God appeals to us through other believers 
a. (We need to recognize that this really is a subcategory of 

the appeal through the conviction of the Holy Spirit. I 
separate them to emphasize the the role that we play in 
one another’s walk.)  

b. God uses musicians, authors, sunday school teachers, 
preachers, believing co-workers, our spouses, our children 
or parents, Christian friends to appeal to us to change -- to 
repent 

i. Oh, that we would understand the position of 
influence that God has given to each of us.  



1. Not a position to lord over someone, to nag 
them. or to manipulate our relationship, but 
to appeal to someone by the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

a. The name of Jesus and the Lordship 
he has earned and inherited should 
not be used lightly nor sparingly in 
our conversations one with another 
-- to us his name his name flippantly 
or casually is a sin of nearly 
unforgivable magnitude, for it 
diminishes His office, authority, 
Lordship; to fail to speak His name is 
to minimise His, sacrifice, power, 
presence, intimacy  

b. So we appeal to one another, as 
Paul did, for it is in Jesus that 
believer has the power/ability to take 
to heart the appeal  

3. Paul’s appeal was three-fold  
a. First - That they agree 

i. Literally “that the same thing you speak” 
1. Best thought of as “confess” 

b. Second - There be no division 
i. This is the negative or inverse of what is about to come 

c. Third - They be united - knit together, adjusted down (modern- fine tuned) 
i. Same mind 
ii. Same judgment 

 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What do you think of the “report” of Chloe's people? Was is gossip or genuine concern? 
What example does Paul’s response set for us? 

2. What does it mean to “appeal in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ?” What are ways 
God has “appealed” to you? What means has he used? 

3. How do you think our church can cultivate “agreement” and unity?  


