
October 22, 2017 
Spiritual Wisdom 
 
In 1 Corinthians 1:17 Paul declares that he was not sent to preach the gospel with “eloquent 
wisdom.” He then spends the rest of chapter one and the first five verses of chapter two 
explaining what it looked like not to preach with eloquent wisdom.  
 
Now in verse 2:6 we come to a caveat, or proviso given by Paul. It’s almost a parenthetical, 
almost a side statement as if Paul was going to mention only the first phrase for clarity. Its like 
Paul is anticipating one of them saying, “Hey Paul, what about that stuff you and Timothy talk 
about?,” “I overheard you and Sosthenes talking about the role of the law in the life of the 
believer, what about that?” How about when you, Priscilla and Aquila were making tents that 
one day and you were talking about the three persons of God and how they can be called one.” 
and anticipating these types of questions Paul turns what was going to be a short clarifying 
statement into a exposition on the workings of the Spirit among those who are saved against the 
understanding of those who are void of the Spirit of God and why the first group understands 
the things of God and why the second group scorns them. It is into this discussion that we 
plunge headlong this morning.  
 
Fleshly Tendencies  

● 3:1 “But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people . . .”  
○ Jesus answered Nicodemus in John 3:5-6 “5 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
6“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.”  

○ We have a tendency to cling to the physical . Yes, it seems evident that there is a 
God. Yes, I recognise that if there is, then He must exist outside of time and 
space in some dimension that I do not know. That's all fine, but how about we let 
God stay there and I’ll stay here where I can touch things, where I can see 
things, where I can taste and smell and hear things. We like the tangible because 
it comfortable, we like the natural because it’s familiar. That was Nicodemus’ 
immediate reaction when Jesus said he “must be born again” 

■ “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter his mother’s 
womb a second time?” John 3:4 

■ He was clinging to the physical 
○ We have a tendency to downplay spirituality.  

■ This is the natural consequence of clinging to the physical.  
■ This is why prayer is so hard for us. It why we don’t fast because we don’t 

really believe it will work. We do it because we are supposed to, but not 
because we believe it might change anything. Besides, I’ve done 
everything else so why not throw one more thing at the problem and 
maybe it will work. (If you hear that as that as condemnation that’s fine 

http://biblehub.com/john/3-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/3-6.htm


but please also hear it as confession, I am far too guilty of clinging to my 
flesh and downplaying my spirituality.) 

■ What about those who claim to be spiritual. What about those who follow 
different religions.  

● I would answer the that question this way: “those who are dead 
spiritually can participate in dead spirituality” 

○ Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and 
sins in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among 
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  

○ All spirituality that does not come from the regenerating 
work of the Spirit, no matter how real or powerful it is, is a 
product of flesh which is in bondage to the “prince of the 
power of the air” the devil, Satan. It is not the spirituality of 
life but of death. It is counterfeit.  

Spiritual Enlightenment 
● Paul does say that there is wisdom to be imparted (2:6) 

○ How does that work? How can you decide to know only the foolishness of Christ 
crucified (2:2) and then turn around and say there is wisdom that can be thought 
of as lofty and eloquent.  

○ there is a secret and hidden wisdom of God (2:7) 
● It is not knowable by the world's rulers (2:8) 

○ And subsequently the ones they rule since we are to reason from 1:26, that it is 
the wise, powerful and of noble births that rule 

● It is known only by the Spirit of God (2:10b-11) 
○ Just as you know the deepest parts of you, parts that no one else can know, so 

the Spirit of Gdd knows the deepest parts of God 
■ So if it’s known only by the spirit of God then what good is it to us? 

○ It is the Spirit of God which has been given to you if you have been born again 
the way Jesus talked about being born again and it’s since you have the Spirit of 
God now as your Spirit you can can know the deep, and mysterious things of 
God. 

■ Now this is not to say that the moment you are saved you know 
everything there is to know about God  

● Notice Paul’s frustration with Corinthians in 3:1 “I could not 
address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ  

● How can Paul say in the same breath you are “of the flesh” and “in 
Christ” at the same time. 



○ Think about a baby - they are absolutely fully human and 
yet they are so far from being human.  

■ An infant complete in it value and personhood 
■ he is totally worthless in what he has to offer, his 

ability to reason or to contribute  
■ She is absolutely a member of the family but also a 

total liability 
■ What an infant can offer is potential, hope that she 

will mature and become a contributing member 
■ In the same way is an infant believer. You might be 

made alive by the spirit but your immaturity makes 
you no different in understanding of God than a 
person who is dead in their sin. 

■ So Paul is pleading with them to grow up in Christ. To be numbered 
among the mature 

■ He wants to impart wisdom to them but it’s hard to have a conversation 
with an infant 

Application 
● God wants you to grow up! 

○ If you claim to be a believer and yet there is no desire to grow in your 
understanding of God and His hidden greatness you should be concerned.  

■ Are you spending your time squabbling over things that don’t matter like 
who baptized you, or what college or seminary you graduated from, or 
who your favorite radio preacher is, or are you pleading with the Spirit of 
God to show you unsurpassable greatness of his Glory in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 

■ Get off the milk! 
● You need Nutrients! 

○ Mothers Milk contains all we need to grow and yet we are weaned off of it. Why? 
○ If the Gospel  of Jesus is the power of God and the wisdom of God why are we to 

mature past the “milk” 
■ Because that is the design. Your need for nutrition doesn’t change but 

they way you digest it does.  
■ Part of spiritual maturity is putting off childish things (1 Cor 13:11) 

 
 
Discussion Questions 

● In what ways do you find yourself clinging to the flesh? In what ways do you find yourself 
downplaying the spiritual? 

● How does the knowledge that God’s Spirit is in you a affect you? Do you believe this to 
be true? How do you know? 

● In what ways do you believe you need to “grow up” spiritually? How is pursuing the 
nutrients necessary to grow?  


