
January 28, 2018 
Judgment, Humility and Discipline part 1 
 
In the fifth chapter of 1 Corinthians Paul asks the rhetorical question “is it not those inside the 
church whom you are to judge?” This statement is difficult for me because many passages 
come to my mind which say explicitly that I am not to judge. This is an apparent contradiction in 
my mind. How can Paul say emphatically and definitely in this passage that we are to Judge 
those in the church, yet he and others, including Jesus, say not to judge.  
 
This is not the first time that I have come to a passage in the Bible which make a contrasting 
statement to another passage. What I have learned is that in such situations it is not the Bible 
which has the problem but me. Romans 12:1-2 tells us that we need to have our minds made 
new, we need to think differently. When I come to something in scripture that seems to 
contradict something else I have learned to not to try to disprove the bible and what it says but 
to improve my thinking and have it shaped by the word of God.  
 
I want to begin what will be at least a two part series by looking at some of the scriptures that 
seem to say the opposite of 1 Cor. 5 and looking at the context of those passages to see if we 
cannot have our minds made new by the scriptures and reconcile an apparent contradiction. 
 
Matthew 7:1-5 1“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2For with the judgment you pronounce 
you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3Why do you 
see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 
4Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is 
the log in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 
 

Luke 6:37-42 37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be                 
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good                
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with               
the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

39He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both                  
fall into a pit?40A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will                  
be like his teacher. 41Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not                   
notice the log that is in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me                   
take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your                     
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly                   
to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 

 
 
John 8:7 
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When they continued to question Him, He straightened up and said to them, "Whoever is               
without sin among you, let him be the first to cast a stone at her." 
 
Romans 2:1 
You therefore have no excuse, you who pass judgment on another. For on whatever              
grounds you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass             
judgment do the same things. 
 
Romans 14:10 
Why, then, do you judge your brother? Or why do you belittle your brother? For we will all                  
stand before God's judgment seat. 
 
Romans 14:13 
Therefore let us stop judging one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any                
stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 
 
James 4:11 
Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him 
speaks against the Law and judges it. And if you judge the Law, you are not a practitioner of 
the Law, but a judge of it. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save 
and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor? 
 
Matthew 7 and Luke 6: 

1. Jesus warning against judgment is meant to caution our judgment of our brothers 
or sisters because we are going to be held to the same standard to which we 
hold them 

a. Notice in his his example of the removal of debris from the eye both 
parties in the end have their metaphorical “sin” removed 

b. Jesus does not say we should refrain from performing eye surgery on one 
another, his admonishment is that we do it to ourselves first 

c. It is much easier to receive correction from someone we respect. If I have 
an obvious sin in my life It will be difficult for me to help another walk the 
path of repentance. 

John 8:1-11 
1. The context here is the pharisees dragging a woman caught in adultery before 

Jesus and asking him what he thought should happen to her since the Law said 
she should be stoned. If he said “stone her” his message of grace and 
repentance was compromised, if he said “ extend mercy” he could be accused of 
blasphemy against the law. 
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2. Jesus response was simply to say, “whoever is without sin, cast the first stone.” 
the accusers all went away leaving only Jesus, the sinless lamb of God, and the 
woman.  

3. What we must notice here is that Jesus absolutely passes judgment on the 
woman when he tells her to “sin no more” he identified her actions as sin and 
called her to repentance.  

4. The reason Jesus did not pick up a stone to condemn her was because his 
purpose in coming was not to condemn the world but to save it (John 3:16-18). 
He will come again and condemn damn sin and all who are unrepentant, but for 
now he is causing us to recognise our sin and to turn from it. 

 
Romans 2:1 

1. The context here is that Jews hearing Paul talk about the sin of the Gentiles 
might decide that they are hot stuff because they know God and his law and so 
fear him. But Paul will argue later in chapter 2 that it doesn’t matter if you sinned 
with or without the law you still sin and are deserving of death.  

2. Simply put don’t look down your nose at people who haven't heard the gospel 
and think your better. Remember the gospel and tremble that God would save 
you from your sin. Then you will be in the right frame of mind to call others to 
repent. 

 
Romans 14 

1. The context of Romans 14 is dealing with issues of conscience. These are 
matters that are not considered sin in the new covenant unless a person's 
conscience convicts them that it would be sin for them.  

a. The examples given are meat and wine. For some it was still important to 
keep a kosher diet and so eating pork was forbidden by their conscience. 
For some there was conviction that they should not drink wine so for them 
it was sin to do so. 

b. Paul wants both parties to understand that it is not ok for the ones who 
can because of their conscience to judge those who cannot. And it is also 
not ok for those who cannot because of their conscience to judge those 
who can. Both position are viable. 

 
James 4:11 

1. In this verse it is important to notice that judgment and slander are mentioned 
together. I believe what James is saying is that making a judgement of someone 
and then using that judgment to portray them in a bad light is wrong.  



a. As believers we need to be willing to do for others what has been done for 
us. God knows our sin and he judges them. He does not hold them 
against us. He calls us to repent and offers grace through the blood of his 
Son.  

  Think and Talk: 
1. When you read or heard 1 Cor. 5 did it seem to you to contradict other 

scriptures? How does the idea that the Bible is the perfect word of God help you 
decide to wrestle with things you don’t yet understand?  

2. Think about how you have understood judging and judgment. Who are we to 
judge first? Are we ever to judge anyone else? 


