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Foundations and Human Tendencies  
 
 
We find ourselves once again in the opening address of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 
What has started as an appeal to stop the infighting and disagreement, which had been 
reported to Paul, has led the apostle to comment on the power of God and the wisdom of God, 
both being on fullest display in the person and the work of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to the 
apostles commentary on spiritual wisdom, which is available to those who are not acting like 
babies, fighting and arguing over things that don’t matter, but are striving to live in step with their 
new Spirit which was given to them in salvation, and who is indeed the very Spirit of God. Paul 
now brings the argument back to the original point of the divisions in the Church of Corinth, 
which are based on everybody in the church claiming to follow a different teacher.  
 
Who Cares about the Preacher: 
This leads to Paul's rhetorical questions “Who is Paul? Or Who is Apollos?” and his answer 
They are “servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.” 

 
This statement by Paul is a further commentary on his indictment of the Corinthians human 
behaviour. 
 
The pattern of Human behavior can be distilled down to this: we worship the created rather than 
the Creator.  
 
You say: “Ben this has nothing to do with creation” so let me say it another way.  
 
How we sin as humans is that we take the things that were intended to cause us to revel in the 
glory of God who provided them and instead of reveling in God and worshiping Him, we begin to 
worship the things that was provided so that we might worship God. This is the argument of 
Romans 1:18-25 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to 
be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies                   
among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the                 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

 
 



Think of what the prophet Isaiah says (chpt 44:15-17) of idolatry and how absurd it is when he 
said of a choice tree selected by a carpenter: “Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it 
and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it 
an idol and falls down before it. Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and 
is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!” And the rest of it he 
makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for 
you are my god!”  
 
Rather than seeing the fire, and seeing how it provided warmth and the opportunity to cook food 
for nourishment and praising God because of wood to burn and fire to burn it and therefore 
cared for his creation, the man falls down and worships the wood carved into some image he 
created. 
 
We do this all the time don’t we? When was the last time you looked at your wood stove and 
said “wow God, you sure are good to create the phenomenon of fire where in the potential 
energy of a piece of wood could be released as heat. Thank you for giving us metal what can 
conduct heat from the burning wood and radiate it to the air in the room which in turn conducts 
that energy in the form of heat to my skin and I am warm. God, you are amazing for causing hot 
air to rise so that it the smoke created by the fire can be carried up the pipe and through the roof 
and out of the house so that we don’t have to breath it.  
 
Instead we marvel at the stove “saying look at this new stove they’ve come up with” “sure is 
neat” what will they think of next?”  
 
Beloved, don’t make the mistake at marveling at what man has made. Stand in awe of the God 
who created a world in which things could be made. We don’t create anything! We manipulate 
what God has already made. And every augmentation of it should cause us to stand 
dumbfounded at the complexity of the creation and leave us with nothing but praise on our lips 
for the creator. 
 
If only this was what was going on in Corinth, but it’s not.  Paul comes and preaches, Apollos 
comes and preaches and rather than glorifying and worshiping God for His grace to provide 
salvation in Jesus Christ through his death on the cross, the Corinthians are arguing over which 
preacher is better. 
 
Who cares who the preacher is! He cannot save you! Only God can save you!  
 
The Foundation cannot Change: 
The message of the Gospel must never change and indeed it cannot. There are core elements 
to the Gospel message that cannot be altered or omitted and the message still be “the Gospel” 
(vs 10-11) 

● The divinity of Jesus - virgin Birth 
● The humanity of Jesus - Tempted in every way just as we are. . .” (Heb 4:15a) 



● The sinlessness of Jesus - . . . yet without sin (Heb 4:15b) 
● His death on the cross as a sacrifice for sin  
● The wrath of God toward man satisfied in the perfect Lamb of God  
● The application of that sacrifice through faith, not works 
● The resurrection of Christ as the first fruits of victory over death/sin 
● The hope of eternity with God  

Any “gospel” that deviates these foundational truths is no gospel at all. 
 
Worry about the Building: 
It is possible to build on that foundation in a manner that is better than another. (vs 12) 

● Some building will be with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw 
Once a foundation is layed there are may possibilities for the structure. Each step of a building 
is determined by the previous step 

● The materials that are used for building are determined by doctrine (teaching).  
● Some materials are not able to support others 

○ As you study the word of God, one teaching will affect another. 
● What is true will be revealed in “the Day” 

○ In that day we will know fully (13:12) 
■ What is at stake is not salvation, that is established in the foundation 
■ What is at stake is your Joy in salvation now. Your relationship with God 

in christ Jesus now 
● Like living in a home is more enjoyable than living in a tent 

 
Application: 

● Recognize your tendency to as a human to worship the creation rather than the creator, 
to glory in the messenger rather than the message and the one who sent it. 

● Recognize your need for the foundation of the Gospel. Keep it simple and you will never 
tire of it complexity. 

● Recognize that the foundation of the Gospel in your life is being built on by you and by 
others. You cannot change the foundation however you can remodel the structure. 

○ Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, 
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 

 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 

● Do you agree that apart from Christ your natural propensity is to worship the created 
rather than the creator -eg. To focus on the messenger rather than the message and the 
message sender? How is this manifest in your life? What are your idols? 

● How confident are you in your ability to articulate the gospel? As a group review the list 
above. Was anything left out? Could any of the things listed be considered non 
foundational? 



● Who are the builders on the foundation of the gospel in your life? How are you actively 
seeking to build on the foundation of the gospel in you life? 


