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1 Cor 7:17-24  
Live your Assignment 
 
Context: 

1. This section is dealing with what we need to think of as wisdom principles.  
a. There is a tendency for us to think of every decision in life as right/wrong, 

good/evil, sin/not sin 
2. This line of thinking is introduced in 6:12 where it is miss applied to sexual immorality 
3. In 7:1 Paul shifts to marriage where he points out that it good not to marry but it is no sin 

if you do 
a. There is an exception to this in vs 10-11 where paul is telling married couples 

that divorce as well as remarriage after divorce are off the table.  
4. Come now to vs 17ff and the context helps us to understand that Paul is not saying you 

cannot change your circumstances - that is not a sin- but he is saying that remaining in 
our circumstances is more often than not the best option  

 
Theme and Structure: 

1. The theme of this paragraph can be found at the beginning (vs 17) in the middle (vs 20) 
and at the end (vs 24) - I don’t believe this is an accident 

a. This theme is the same theme Paul argues in all of chapter namely “remain” as 
you are (vs 8, 17, 20, 24, 26, 40) 

b. In this section the theme is supported most by the idea of calling 
i. Some form of the word for “call” is used 9 times in these eight verses 

1. The ESV translates all but one of those as call (the exception is in 
vs 20 where the word is translated “condition” rather than call) 

ii. It should  be noted here that that NT uses “call” three ways 
1. Vocational call - vs 20 each should remain in the “calling” (station, 

vocation, situation, condition) (vs 17 appears to be talking about a 
vocational call but I feel the “to which you were called” is better 
understood “in which you were called”) 

2. General call- this is the universal offer of the gospel to all people - 
Mat 22:14, many are called but few are chosen 

3. Effectual calling- 1 Cor 1:23-24 make a clear distinction between 
those general called to hear the gospel and those effectually 
called by God to believe the Gospel 

a. 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

i. My paraphrase would be this “ through our 
preaching we call all men to believe beleive in 

http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/1-23.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/1-24.htm


Jesus, his death and resurrection. Some of the 
Jews stumble over this and some of the greeks 
think it’s foolish but to the ones God has called, 
Jesus is the the power of God and the wisdom of 
God”  

1. John 6:44, 65 support this idea using 
language other than “call” 

a. We must be “drawn” vs 44 
b. It must be “granted” vs 65 

b. 8 of the 9 times “call” is used in this passage refer to the 
effectual call of God in the life of a believer. The other time 
refers to vocational call (vs 20 translated “condition” in the 
ESV and “situation” in the NIV 

2. The theme is built like the “Mega Bus” that drives up and down 1-80 the framework 
makes two stories, two places where life can happen 

a. The life examples given by Paul are circumcision/uncircumcision and 
slavery/freedom 

i. Like the rest of the the chapter Paul is telling urging us not to change our 
position but to sanctify it. 

 
Your Assignment 

1. We are all familiar with the Mission Impossible line “your mission, should you choose to 
accept it . . .”  

a. How many of us have ever thought of our life situation as an assignment from 
God.  

b. Paul gives two examples that cover pretty much all the categories of human 
existence 

i. Circumcision and uncircumcision address religious and ethnic 
background or position 

ii. Slave and freedman address socioeconomic standing and occupation  
iii. Perhaps the only assignment not mentioned here is that of gender 

1.  This simple, fundamental human distinction is addressed clearly 
in Genesis one and again in chapter 2 and Paul’s omission of it 
here does not leave room for us to think that assignment from God 
can change. Gender is assigned by God and nowhere in the Bible 
are we led to believe it is a mistake or can be changed. 

2. Contentment in our current situation reveals faith in the sovereignty of God that he has 
us where he needs us  

a. Now to say that God needs us is a silly notion in the sense that he is 
self-existent, all-sufficient, omnipotent (all-powerful), omniscient (all-knowing) 

b. But for whatever reason God has chosen to conduct his affairs among humans 
primarily through human agency 



c. When we are content in our assignment we spend our efforts being used and 
useful rather than looking elsewhere 

d. More often than not we make decisions based on our desires to change our 
circumstances 

i. This is due, I believe, to an unbiblical ecclesiology (doctrine of the church) 
and an unbiblical pneumatology (doctrine of the Holy Spirit) 

1. As we are going to find out later in 1 Cor. the church functions as 
the body of Christ and when parts of of the body are spending 
their energy and efforts thinking about or trying to be something 
other than what they have been assigned to be the whole body 
suffers 

2. Moreover, we make decisions without consulting other members 
of the local body or its leadership and then we inform everyone of 
what were are doing is out of obedience to the Spirits leading. The 
problem is that the Spirit of God has not been telling this to 
anyone else in the body 

a. Brothers and sister the greatest protection we have against 
being led astray by our own desires is the protection that 
comes from being intimately known in the local church 

3. This tendency was not unique to Corinth and it is indeed not unique to Alta. 
a. Paul tells us that this is his rule in all the churches (vs 17) 

i. Paul here is addressing a universal struggle for all people which includes 
christians  

1. To be human is to struggle with self promotion - we want to be 
more than what we are or what we have 

a. Eve was tempted by the immediate satisfaction of food and 
the desire to be like God knowing good and evil 

b. When Jesus was tempted by the devil he was tempted in 
appetite/food, the love and concern of his father, and 
dominion over all humanity 

2. Jesus’ simple teaching on this subject was recorded in Matt. 6:33 
when he said “seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and all these things shall be added to you as well” 

4. See your current position as your assignment from God and don’t seek out greener 
pastures. The good shepherd is the one who leads you there and he doesn't need you to 
lead the way 

 
Application Points: 

1. Not every decision we make is right or wrong. As believers we should be striving to 
make biblically informed, wise decisions that “keep in step with the spirit (Gal. 5).” 

2. There is a strong relationship between between the effectual call of God unto salvation 
and the vocational call of God. Paul is urging us not to seek to change our position but 
rather to accept it as our assignment from God.  



3. When making any decision it is helpful to ask ourselves, “who am I promoting.” If the 
answer is not “Jesus Christ and him crucified” we should reevaluate. 

4. Seeing your life position as an assignment from God will be one of your greatest aids in 
contentment.  

 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Where were you when God called you to himself? What was your situation in life?  
2. Do you tend to think of decision as right and wrong? How does the biblical teaching that 

some decisions are less-wise or more-wise affect your relationship with the Holy Spirit? 
3. Can you think of recent examples in your life where you made a decision or series of 

decisions out of a desire to promote yourself rather than to promote Jesus in the 
assignment God has given you? 

 


