
September 3, 2017 
Mark Chapter 10 
Jesus Came to Serve . . . 
 
The context: 

1. Jesus heading to Jerusalem 
a. Has a different mindset mindset 

i. Not sneaking into Jerusalem like he did earlier (John 7:1-10) 
ii. The Triumphal Entry happens in Chapter 11 

2. The disciples understood somethings was different was happening 
a. The request of James and John is that they be recognized in Jesus “glory” (vs 

37) 
i. Matthew uses the word “kingdom” (20:21)  

The issue: 
1. The issue is not the request of James and John! 

a. Notice that in Jesus conversation with the brothers, no rebuke is given 
b. He even entertains the question by asking questions of them 

i. Similar to his conversation with the rich young ruler at the beginning of the 
chapter 

1. (Jesus knows the young man’s heart but does not rebuke him for 
his motives but rather lets the young man’s motives be revealed 
by his unwillingness to put into practice Jesus’ answer to his 
question: “. . . what must I do to inherit eternal life?”) 

2. The issue is not the Ten’s indignation toward the brothers 
a. Jesus doesn’t rebuke the other disciples because he is about to point out their 

motive for indignation is the same as James and John’s motive for making the 
request in the first place -- they too wanted to be great in the coming glory of the 
Son of Man and they were either indignant that they had not thought to ask first 
and/or indignant that these brothers would think they deserved it more than they 

3. The issue is that none of the disciples understand the economy of the coming Kingdom 
a. This is the fundamental struggle the walk with Jesus -- we try to make His 

Kingdom function according to our rules 
i. What about you? 

1. How are you approaching Jesus? 
2. What requests are you making of Him? 
3. How are you trying to impose your values on His Kingdom 

Kingdom Values and Validation 
1. Values 

a. The word’s values -- Power, Prestige, and Authority (vs 42) 
i. Jesus rebukes this idea outright and says that it “shall not be among you” 

(vs 43) 
b. Kingdom Values 

i. The great among you will be your servants (vs 43) 



ii. The first will be slave of all (vs 44) 
1. This is parallelism -- saying the same thing in two different ways to 

emphasize the point (typical of Hebrew poetry found in books like 
Psalms and Proverbs),  

c. Kingdom Validation 
i. The words “for even the Son of Man” are key here and some have argued 

that this is the focal point of Mark’s Gospel 
ii. “Son of Man” Daniel 7:13-14 

1. Every time we read “Son of Man” we need to have the same 
image come to our mind as a first century Jew would have had -- 
the everlasting ruler over all peoples, nations, and languages who 
will never pass away and never be destroyed 

iii. “For even” 
1. Even the everlasting ruler of all came witht this purpose -- to serve 

a. “Son of Man” came NOT to be served 
2. “But” here is not merely a contrast but a contradiction it is the 

exact opposite 
3. To serve and to give his life as a ransom for many 

a. Again in parallel 
iv. Biblical greatness is equated to service in that the greatest in the 

kingdom, namely Jesus Christ, served 
v. Biblical service is defined by the giving of one’s self for others 

Application: 
1. Serving is not an event, it is a lifestyle 

a. Jesus death on the cross was the culmination of His life of service 
b. From the moment he left heaven and came to earth he was serving 

i. Every action toward others was for their benefit and every healing, every 
miracle, flowed out of a desire to serve and resulted in His glory and 
exaltation -- he did not seek His exaltation and decide to serve to get it.  

1. He served and is thus exalted -- it was how he lived. 
2. How can you give up your life? 

a. Husbands 
b. Wives 
c. Neighbors 
d. Children 
e. Employees 
f. Friends 
g. Teachers 
h. Grandparents 
i. Retired people 
j. Pastors 


