
November 5, 2017 
1 Corinthians 4:1-21 
How do you think about Ministers? 
 
Slaves (under rower) to Christ 
Stewards (household overseer) of the mysteries of God 
Faithful to dispense those Mysteries 
 

● Instructions in verses 1-2 
○ How to regard those who minister among us 
○ What is required those who minister among us 

● Explanation in verses 3-4  
○ How Paul stands in relation to these instructions 

● Application 
○ What do we do with this information 

 
● Instructions: Number two to the body and number one to the minister 

○ Consider the minister a Servant of Jesus Christ 
■ Many of us are loosely if not intimately aware of the qualifications of 

an overseer given in 1 Timothy and in Titus. We have heard 
descriptive titles which cause images to pop into our head of a 
shepherd searching for a lost lamb or caring for an injured one; of a 
overseer who coordinates all the affairs of the body making sure 
nothing and no one is overlooked. We might hear the term elder 
and think of the wisdom of gray hair and the compassion of old 
eyes. And though a minister ought to be these things and more, this 
is not how we are instructed to think or view them at all. We are told 
by Paul to think of our pastors, to think of those who minister 
among us as “servants of Christ.” This instruction does not sound to 
severe in the English language, after all aren't we all to be servants 
of Christ. So we think of “Shepherd servant” strong, gentle, leading 
from the front, and the “overseer servant” perhaps in a suit and 
hardhat holding  a set of plans giving instructions, inspecting 
quality, and receiving progress reports, and the “elder servant” 
quietly listening and then summarizing  in a few simple phrases a 
lifetime of experience. However, if we dig a little deeper we find that 
the word for servant used by Paul can tell us more about how we 
are to view our pastors. The word he used though, was a common 
word for servant, it  was a word that spoke of a particular kind of 



servant. The word is “under-rower” and it it is title of the lowest 
slave on a ship. The ones cramped below deck, breaking their 
backs pulling at the oars. Holding a position despised even by other 
slaves. This is how Paul instructs us to view the minister among us. 

 
○ Consider the minister a steward of the mysteries of God 

■ The story of Joseph -- Twice he was elevated to the position of 
steward of the house 

● First for Potiphar -- Genesis 39:4-6 So Joseph found favor in 
his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his 
house and put him in charge of all that he had. From the time that 
he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the 
LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the 
blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. 
So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him 
he had no concern about anything but the food he ate. 

● Then for Pharaoh -- Gen 41:39-41 Then Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is none so 
discerning and wise as you are. You shall be over my house, and 
all my people shall order themselves as you command. Only as 
regards the throne will I be greater than you.” And Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.”  

■ This stewardship is over a spiritual house. Over the “mysteries of 
God” 

● At this point we must acknowledge a minister’s “calling”  
● Col 1:24-29 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in 

my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the 
sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister 
according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for 
you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for 
ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To them God 
chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature 
in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he 
powerfully works within me. 

● God appointed  Paul and Apollos, these ministers, for the 
purpose of making known his mysteries. The greatest of 
which is Mystery of  Christ being in you, His Spirit becoming 
your spirit and fundamentally changing who you are, how 



you think, how you speak, how you respond, what you fear, 
what you indulge in . . . 

○ Jesus is not interested in a better version you his 
purpose is to produce in you His very nature. 

■ I am convinced more and more that my 
“personality” is not a strength but a liability in 
that in my fallen state my tendencies are 
flawed, always toward myself, -- I have been 
complemented as “laid back” and i find myself 
constantly battling complacency and laziness 
as a result. I have been told I am “fun to be 
around” so I find myself fighting to take things 
seriously. Ihave been told I am a good listener 
and I cry out to God to help me be lovingly 
confrontational 

■ Have you ever had the thought that Jesus was 
perfectly balanced in all his character qualities. 
This means he was overflowing with Joy while 
and smiling while grieving over the sin around 
him. He could fast for forty days and not 
daydream about food, he dined with tax 
collectors and sinners and never be gluttonous 
or drunk. He could petition the father that the 
burden of the cross be removed from him and 
never be accused of being selfish or contrary 
to the will of God. 

■ For most of us the thought that Jesus wants to 
get rid of you and replace you with Him is 
appalling.  

● Beloved, meditate on that this week. 
Dwell on the thought that what Christ 
desires to produce in you is Himself.  

■ This is why the third instruction given here is to the stewards and it 
is to be found faithful 

● The evidence of faithful stewardship of the mysteries of God 
is a changed life.  

○ Thus the qualifications for an overseer in Titus and 1 
Timothy 

● Explanation to the Body and the Minister 



○ How does Paul stand in light of these instructions? 
■ He recognizes Who the master is 
■ Paul is not thumbing his nose up at the Corinthians and saying they 

can’t judge him, rather he is recognizing who his master is 
■ Notice he says it is a small thing. SO it is Something 

● Jonathan Edwards is reported to have said to his 
congregation, “I will be your servant, but you will never be 
my master” 

■ He also says he doesn't judge himself 
● I believe he recognizes the human tendency to Judge 

ourselves more leniently 
● So even though he is not aware of anything against himself 

he says that doesn’t acquit him  
● Application for the body and the minister 

○ Don’t pronounce judgment before the time 

A short walk south of the village, following the footpath along the banks of the Glaslyn 
leads to Beddgelert's most famous historical feature; 'Gelert's Grave'. 

According to legend, the stone monument in the field marks the resting place of 'Gelert', 
the faithful hound of the medieval Welsh Prince Llewelyn the Great. 

The story, as written on the tombstone reads: 

"In the 13th century Llewelyn, prince of North Wales, had a palace at Beddgelert. One 
day he went hunting without Gelert, ‘The Faithful Hound’, who was unaccountably 
absent. 

On Llewelyn's return the truant, stained and smeared with blood, joyfully sprang to meet 
his master. The prince alarmed hastened to find his son, and saw the infant's cot empty, 
the bedclothes and floor covered with blood. 

The frantic father plunged his sword into the hound's side, thinking it had killed his heir. 
The dog's dying yell was answered by a child's cry. 

Llewelyn searched and discovered his boy unharmed, but nearby lay the body of a 
mighty wolf which Gelert had slain. The prince filled with remorse is said never to have 
smiled again. He buried Gelert here". 



-http://www.beddgelerttourism.com/gelert/ 

 
■ Don’t Judge whether it was Paul or Apollos who was building with 

precious stones or hay 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

● In the past, how have you viewed pastors and other ministers in the Church? 
● Does Paul’s statement that “it is a very small matter that you should judge me 

and I don’t even judge myself” give licence for us to disregard what others think 
or what we see in ourselves? 

● What do we risk when we pass judgment before the time?  
 

http://www.beddgelerttourism.com/gelert/

