
January 21, 2018 
Galatians 6:1-10  
Bearing the Burdens of the Household of Faith 
 
I want to be very clear of my intentions this morning. It is my desire that all of you would come to 
share in the enthusiasm of myself and the rest of the elder board in a project that we have taken 
on and have committed to seeing through to its completion. I want to launch this from Galatians 
6:2 and 5 which read: “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ . . . So then, 
as long as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, especially those who are in the 
household of faith.” 
 
This morning wrestled in my spirit because I wanted to be sure that I was not misusing my 
position, this pulpit, nor, (and this most importantly) the Word of God. I did not come to this text 
organically - it did not flow out of a natural progression of the preaching ministry as of late, and 
so I spent much time evaluating my intentions and the text and I stand before you with a clear 
conscience. And here is why.  
First, the plea (challenge, application) that I will make in concluding this message is not 
contrary to the text or to the rest of scripture but is in fact supported there.  
Second, the men called to lead this body, our elders, have overwhelmed me with their 
affirmation and enthusiasm for the task at hand and their resolve to see it through, which came 
about not through my persuasion.  
Third, I was affirmed that the purpose of a shepherd is to lead the sheep. This responsibility has 
been given to me by you through the affirmation of the Holy Spirit living in you, the body, and so 
I have an obligation to lead.  
Fourth, the purpose of preaching is that the people of God would hear the word of God and be 
directed how to live it. So what I am about to preach and how I am going to ask you to respond 
is a means or opportunity for the Grace of God in your life  
 
Read Galatians 6:1-10 
 

1. The context of this “burden bearing” is sin 
a. If anyone is caught in a transgression . . .  

i. So the burden that we are to help cary in the context of verses 1-2 is the 
burden of someone's sin, However: 

ii. The last part of verse 2 makes reference to the law of Christ which I 
believe to be a reference to Jesus giving a new commandment in John 
13:34-35. When we add that we see that helping someone through their 
sin is one aspect of loving them 

1. The greater context of the chapter allows this to be expanded 
telling us that this is a principle that is applied in other areas as 
well. Vs 6 the teacher and the one thought “share” all good things.  

2. Doing good is tiring 
a.  It’s tiring because it is not natural. It takes work 



i. Sowing to the flesh is easy because we don’t have to think about it. 
ii. Sowing to the Spirit takes effort 

3. There is a reward for doing good if we don’t give up 
a. The end reward is eternal life vs 8 
b. The temporal reward is the blessing service 

i. Serving Christ by serving others is life giving 
1. You serve others and though you will be exhausted physically and 

emotionally you will be enlifed spiritually 
4. We ought to do good to all, beginning in the household of faith 

a. Do good is synonymous with bear burdens and sharing all things 
b. It starts with the household of faith because if the house is in disarray, how can it 

host anyone. If the body is sick it cannot take kare of the illness of others 
 
Our opportunity to do good 

Hal had stroke Nov. 7, he will be released from the VA at the end of the month.  
His house needs to be made suitable for his new disability. We have the opportunity to do good 
to someone in the household of faith. Hal and his family have asked Eric Harmon to take on this 
project and Eric has agreed to do so with the understanding that the body would join in the 
effort. So I would like to invite you to do so. Ask the Lord how you might bless Hal and Mickey. 
Perhapst your an artist and you might create a piece of art that would remind them of the love of 
Christ and the love of the body. Perhaps you knit or crochet and you would like to make a throw 
for the end of the bed or covers for some throw pillows. Maybe you can hang sheetrock or cook 
meals while others paint. Perhaps you could donate towards a light fixture or can lay tile. Could 
it be that your opportunity for good is praying for the workers and the man leading this ministry. 
Could it be that your role is to visit Hal and Mickey when they come home or in the remaining 
weeks of his stay in the VA. The opportunities to serve are as vast as the Body of Christ is 
diverse. Give yourself to service and see if it does not produce life in you now and for eternity. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. As a believer, how often do you think about “fulfilling the law of Christ?” Do you fulfill the 
the law of Christ?  

2. How do feel you can do good toward Hal and Mickey in this time of need for them? How 
can you encourage others in your group to serve in this opportunity? Are there other 
opportunities to “do good” that you have been presented with?  


