
December 10,  
Second Advent Sunday, Love 
1 John 4:7-21 
 

1. Love has a source 
2. Love has an example 
3. Love has effects 

 
 
 
Love Has a source vs 7 

1. Love is from God 
a. We need to know that love is not: 

i. A human ideal -  
1. awareness, attitude or existence  thought up by man 

ii. A feeling or emotion  
1. It is not fickle thing that comes and goes based on us and and the 

food we eat that morning - not something that is fallen into or out 
of 

2. It’s not warm fuzzies or heart pangs 
3. Love can cause feelings and effect affections so it is experienced 

or felt by our feelings and emotions but they do not produce Love 
iii. A Philosophy 

1. Love is not a theory or topic best understood by intellectual 
exercise and having no real influence on our day to day life  

b. The reason love is from God is because “God is love” (vs 8, 16) 
i. Love is one aspect of God’s eternal, unchanging (immutable) character 
ii. It is important to not that John does not say “love is God” 

1. This would imply that love is the ultimate reality that love is 
responsible for creation, and life 

iii. Rather when it is said that “God is love” we allow for God to all of “love” 
and more than love 

Love has an Example (vs 9) 
1. God’s love has been “made manifest” - shown, revealed, seen demonstrated- however 

you want to put it God has given us an example of what love looks like 
a. In this the love of God was made manifest to us, that God sent his only Son into 

the world, so that we might live through him. 
b. Romans 5:8 - “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.” 
c. John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  



i. Much has been made of the greek words for love of which there are 
four for sure, perhaps six though two seem to be more 
subcategories. (See Appendix “A” below) 

1. Of those four only three are used in scripture (“Eros” or 
erotic love is omitted) 

2. Of the three used in scripture “Storgē” which is sort of your 
default setting of love - is only used in the negative - 
expressing its absent. This form is used only a handful of 
times 

3.  Of the two forms used most offten (Phileō and Agapē or 
Agapaō) the former refers to friendship/brotherhood and the 
later refers to unconditional love 

a. It is Agapē which is use here in 1 John 4 but I feel like 
we need to spend less time emphasizing the way 
Greek language works and more time emphasises 
how the bible uses the language.  

b. This word is not powerful because of how man thinks 
of it - it is powerful because of how God thinks of it. 
Context always determines meaning. Here we do not 
need the specific Greek word to help us understand 
what the Bible is saying about love (tough it is helpful) 
but rather we look to the Bible to give us God’s 
meaning of the words men use to describe him 

i.  - example of the craftsman and his selection of 
wood- it is not the wood that defines the work 
of the craftsman though it is part of it, it is the 
craftsman who selects a type and piece of 
wood and then makes something beautiful out 
of it 

ii. Regardless of the word used, meaning is given to the word through 
the selfless action of God giving or sending His Son. 

2. His example is of selflessness, doing something on behalf of others 
 
Love has Effects 

1. We are born of God (vs7) 
2. We know God (vs7) 
3. God lives in us (vs 12, 13) 
4. We have confidence (vs 17) 
5. Fear is driven out (vs 18) 



6. We can love (vs 19) 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Like “hope”, “love” is a word used in many ways. What are some of the ways you 
commonly use “love” and what do you mean by it?  

2.  Discuss the importance of understanding that God is the source of love. Verses 
8 and 16 state that “God is love.” Is this this a statement of the totality of who 
God is? As a group can you find other statements in scripture that speak of who 
God is? If you do find them, are they in contradiction to the statements here in 1 
John. 

3. What does it mean to love like God loves? What is the evidence that we love like 
God does? 

4.  Six “effects” or “results” of God’s love were given. Have you found any of these 
to be true in you Christian walk? How have they affirmed the love of GOd to you? 

 
 
Appendix “A”  
 (Original web link: 
https://www.mcleanbible.org/sites/default/files/Multiply-Resources/Chap3/GreekWordsfo
rLoveWS_Chapter3.pdf) 
 
1 multiply Four Greek Words for “Love” Adapted from Precept Ministries International 1. 
Φιλἐω (Phileō) a. Definition: i. Phileō is a companionable love. ii. This love speaks of 
affection, fondness, or liking. iii. Kenneth Wuest says, “It is a love that is called out of 
one’s heart as a response to the pleasure one takes in a person or object.” 1 iv. Phileō 
is a love that responds to kindness, appreciation, or love. It involves giving as well as 
receiving; but when it is greatly strained, it can collapse in a crisis. v. Phileō is a higher 
love than eros because it is our happiness rather than my happiness. vi. This love is 
called out of one’s heart by qualities in another. b. Usage: i. It is used in a number of 
times in its noun and verb forms in the New Testament. ii. In John 21:15-17, it is 
contrasted with agape love. c. References: Matt. 6:5, 10:37, 23:6, 26:48; Mark 14:44; 
Luke 20:46, 22:47; John 5:20, 11:3, 36, 12:25, 15:19, 16:27, 20:2, 21:15, 21:16-17; 1 
Cor. 16:22; Titus 3:15; Rev. 3:19, 22:15 (see also Titus 2:4 philandros and philoteknos) 
2. Ἀγάπη or Ἀγαπάω (Agapē or Agapaō) a. Definition: i. Agapē is called out of one’s 
heart by the preciousness of the object loved. It is a love of esteem, of evaluation. It has 
the idea of prizing. It is the noblest word for love in the Greek language.2 ii. Agapē is not 
kindled by the merit or worth of it’s object, but it originates in it’s own God-given nature. 
God is love. iii. It delights in giving. iv. This love keeps on loving even when the loved 
one is unresponsive, unkind, unlovable, and unworthy. It is unconditional love. v. Agapē 



desires only the good of the one loved. It is a consuming passion for the well-being of 
others. 1 Kenneth Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies in the Greek New Testament (Grand 
Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co,. 1975), Vol. III Bypaths, pp. 
111-113 2 Wuest, pp. 111-113 2 b. Usage: i. There are only a few known occurrences 
of this word love outside of the bible. In other words, this word was not used very often 
in extra-biblical writings. ii. It is used approximately three hundred and twenty times in 
the New Testament. c. Selected References: John 3:16, 3:35, 13:34, 14:15, 15:9, 15:13; 
Romans 5:5, 13:8-10; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 3:17, 4:2, 4:15, 5:2, 5:25; Col. 3:14; 1 Thess. 
3:12, 4:9-10; 1 Peter 4:8 3. Στοργή (Storgē) a. Definition: i. This love has its basis in 
one’s own nature. ii. Storgē is a natural affection or natural obligation iii. It is a natural 
movement of the soul for husband, wife, child or dog. iv. It is a quiet, abiding feeling 
within a man that rests on something close to him and that he feels good about. b. 
Usage: i. In the New Testament storgē appears in the noun or verb form with the prefix 
“a” and therefore negates the love and means without this type of love. It is translated in 
Romans 1:31 and 2 Timothy 3:3 as “unloving” (without natural affection, KJV). ii. In 
Romans 12:10, storgē is compounded with philos and is translated “devoted” (kindly 
affectioned, KJV). c. References: Romans 1:31, 12:10; 2 Timothy 3:3 4. Εροσ (Eros) a. 
Definition: i. This love is erotic love ii. Eros is a love of passion, an overmastering 
passion that seizes and absorbs itself into the mind. iii. It is a love that is an emotional 
involvement based on body chemistry. iv. The basic idea of this love is self-satisfaction. 
1. Though Eros is directed towards another, it actually has self in mind. For example: “I 
love you because you make me happy.” 3 2. The foundation of this type of love is some 
characteristic in the other person which pleases you. If the characteristic would cease to 
exist, the reason for the love would be gone, the result being, “I don’t love you anymore. 
3. Eros looks for what it can receive. If it does give, it gives in order to receive. If it fails 
to get what it wants or expects, bitterness or resentment could develop. b. Philosophy: i. 
The philosophy of eros is that being loved depends on being attractive in some way to 
another person. ii. Because of this dependency, eros would be considered a conditional 
type of love. c. Usage: i. Eros is not used in the New Testament. ii. Eros is not used in 
the Septuagint. (The Septuagint, abbreviated LXX, is the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament.) 


