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1 Cor 1:4-9 Paul’s thankfulness to God for: 
 
 
 
 

1.  God’s salvation of the Corinthians 
a. This salvation was complete in Christ Jesus 

i. Enriched in: 
1. All speech 
2. All knowledge 

a. These confirmed in them 
3. Not lacking any gift 

b. This salvation is sustained in Christ Jesus 
i. Jesus presents them guiltless 

2. God’s faithfulness in salvation 
a. He called them and He sustained them through His Son 

 
 
 
Lessons from an Apostle’s Thankfulness 
 
Paul is thankful to God: 

1. For the saving grace given to the Corinthians  
a. This gift was given in Christ Jesus 

Paul is thankful always 
Application: 

1. Paul’s gratitude to God is not only for his own salvation 
a. We know that Paul is grateful for his own salvation 

i. Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. 

ii. 1 Tim 1:12-17 I thank him who has given me 
strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged 
me faithful, appointing me to his service, though 
formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and 
insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I 
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of 
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy 
and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 



came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, 
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
display his perfect patience as an example to those 
who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the 
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

b. But his gratitude to God extends beyond his own salvation 
to the salvations of the Corinthians 

i. Just as it is the delight of the child to receive a gift 
and it is the delight of the the parent to give it 

ii. We want to be Christians who are rejoicing with 
thanksgiving over the work of GOd in the lives of 
those around us. 

b. The Gift was complete 
i. The Corinthians were made to be rich in 

1. All Speech 
a. They were given the ability communicate the grace of God 

in Christ Jesus 
2. All knowledge  

a. They were able to understand and discern the will of God 
in Christ 

b. This was made evident by the the testimony about Jesus 
being confirmed among them 

i. Meaning they began to live lives of grace, and it 
was evident that things were different 

3. Not lacking any Gift 
a. The Corinthian body had all it needed to live out their 

confession -- they did not need another gift that would 
come at a later time or when they had reached a certain 
level of maturity -- they had it all 

4. Application:  
a. You have what it takes to read scripture and understand it, 

to share Jesus correctly, and to minister to the body. Your 
salvation, like the Corinthians’, lacks nothing 

c. This salvation would be sustained by Jesus 
i. This word for sustained means confirmed or ratified or validated 

1. It is Jesus who keeps us saved -- we don’t keep ourselves 
a. The reason for this is that we are guiltless on account of 

Christ -- his righteousness has become our righteousness 
2. Application: 

a. Rest assured that “he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:6) 



and that the one who “founded” your faith will “perfect” or 
“finish” your faith (Heb 12:2) 

2. God is faithful 
a. It is God who called the Corinthians and so he receives the glory through 

thanksgiving for the fellowship we have with Him through His Son, Jesus, our 
Lord. 
 

 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. Do you spend time thanking God for the salvation of others? Do you think this practice 
would be helpful? Why/Why not? 

2. Do you ever feel like you are lacking anything in Jesus? Is this feeling validated by Paul? 
3. What is the promise given in verse 8? What is your response to this promise?  

 
Take time to identify the evidences of God’s grace in the lives of those in your group and to 
thank God for them 


