
June 3, 2018 
“Will You?,” “I would” 
John 13:38  
 
Last week we spent time in 1 Corinthians 8 where Paul is telling the Corinthians to build 
one another up in love (vs 1). His instruction was based on the premise that we love 
one another and therefor build one another up by giving up things that cause our 
brothers or sisters to stumble. The specific example was that of meat sacrificed to idols. 
 
I would like to jump from this teaching in 1 Cor 8 and land in a couple different passages 
to see if I can help you understand with more certainty and clarity what is at the heart of 
what Paul is telling us. Paul telling us not to eat meat sacrificed to idols is so that we are 
careful that the action is not unloving toward a brother or sister. This is indeed the heart 
of the Gospel Message and the message of Jesus. I have three statements in mind. 
One is when Peter states that he will lay down his life for Jesus (John 13:37), The 
second is from Jesus as he asks this question of Peter “Will you lay down your life for 
me (John 13:38)?,” a question which comes after Peter has expressly stated that he 
would “lay down [his] life” for Jesus (37). The third is from Paul in Romans chapter 9:3 
where he says  “I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 
sake of my brothers,a my kinsmen according to the flesh” 
 
“I Will Lay Down My Life for You” (John 13:37) 

1. We would expect this type of statement from a Christian 
2. Peter even does his best to prove it in John 18:10 - He’s ready to fight 

 
“Will You Lay Down Your Life for Me?” (John 13:38) 

1. Why would Jesus ask this question? 
a. Could it be that Jesus and Peter were not talking about the same thing? 

i. Matthew 16:24-25 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it. 

b. The call to follow and the call to take up our cross are a call to die. But not 
to die as in a battle where our life might end, rather to continually be dying 
while they live. 

2. Jesus is asking Peter if he will die to himself 
a. Asking if when the servant girl questions his association if he will embrace 

the shame of being associated with a criminal or rather deny his own life 

http://biblehub.com/esv/romans/9.htm#footnotes


3. Men we are this way. We are quick to protect, quick to strike, ready to fight and 
even to die in the moment for the sake of someone we love, but dying while we 
still live is a whole other story.  

a. You want me to give up watching sports in order to play with my kids? 
b. You want me to give up my hobby to serve disciple men in a recovery 

program 
4. We are fine with going down in a blaze of glory, we want little to do with dying to 

ourselves while we still live  
 
“If I Could, I Would Give Up Christ for Them” (Romans 9:3) 

1. I don’t believe this is hyperbole because this is exactly what Jesus did for us  
a. He gave up his relationship with the father so that we could have a 

relationship with him 
b. This is having the mind of Christ 

2. So when we think back to 1 Cor 8 we build other up by giving up the rights to 
ourselves. This is the example of Jesus 

a. Phil 2 - Jesus did not consider equality with God something to be grasped 
. . . 

 
 


