
Sermon: 1 Cor 10:14-22 - Be Sensible! You Can’t Have It Both Ways 
 

1. Be Sensible and Engage Your Mind 
2. You are a Participant in Spiritual Things 
3. You Cannot have It Both Ways 

 
 

1. Be Sensible and Engage Your Mind 
a. As secularism has risen in Western culture that has been corresponding 

acceptance of the notion that religion is a crutch for the weak minded. That it is 
the ruse used by elitists to subdue and satisfy the masses into fearful conformity.  

i. Proponents of such a position would sight the feudal systems that 
flourished under the Christianity in the middle ages of Europe and in the 
Islamic world even in the present.  

1. This had gotten so bad under the Roman Catholic church that by 
the followers of Christ were forbidden from read the Bible, from 
confess their sins to God without the mediation of a priest, or from 
touching the elements of communion with their own hand because 
of their ignorance. 

b. This is not the position that the bible takes at all and we see that here as Paul 
calls on the Corinthians to engage their minds in order to judge what he has to 
say.  

i. Paul calls them sensible people 
1. This statement is simple and straightforward. Paul is reassuring 

the Corinthians that they have the ability to think reasonably and 
that they should should.  

2. What we must acknowledge is that Paul is talking to those who 
are mentally sensible because they are spiritually sensitive 

a.    Christians apologetics are only effective on those whom 
the spirit has regenerated and made alive to the realities of 
God and their need for His salvation offered through His 
Son, Jesus Christ 

i. I can only appeal to you to engage your mind on 
spiritual matters if your mind has been made new 
by the birth in the Spirit of God. 

1. Handing me a Journal publication on 
astrophysics and asking me to participate in 
a forum discussion around the contributors 
theses would prove pointless because I’m 
not an astrophysicist, nor a mathematician 
or anything of that nature and I’m therefore 
unaware of the knowledge base needed to 
think about astrophysics. 



2. Asking someone to think about Holy 
spiritual things implies that the person is 
spiritually aware in the biblical sense. What 
about you? Are you alive spiritually? 

ii. GOSPEL APPEAL  
2. You are a Participant in Spiritual Things (16-20) 

a. 4 times in these next 5 verses Paul speaks to the Corinthians about spiritual 
participation or fellowship 

i. Three different participations identified 
1. Participation with Christ through the cup and the bread 
2. Participation in the altar under the Law 
3. Participants with demons though pagan idolatry 

ii. There two categories are created which are consistent  throughout 
scripture: the People of God, and everyone else (pagans, gentiles ect.) 

1. Biblically speaking there is no one who is neutral spiritually 
2.  You are either a participant with God, or a participant with 

demons 
iii. This is where it gets difficult for us westerners because we in our logic 

argue that we don’t worship in pagan temples, we don’t worship at all and 
for some we don’t even believe in the spiritual so how can we be guilty of 
participation with demons? 

1. We are guilty by participating with things that are not “anything” 
(vs 19) 

a. We see that the food offered to Idols is nothing and that 
the idols themselves are nothing but behind the food and 
behind the idols there is a demonic presence 

2. In western culture, in 21 century America we worship at the shrine 
of prestige, security, indulgence, and autonomy 

a. We want strive after wealth in order to establish ourselves 
among the higher levels of society 

i. We want bigger houses, fancier cars, more toys, 
better educations so we can enjoy influence and 
luxury 

ii. We want to make sure we are always going to have 
what devise ways to protect it 

b. We want these things because the more we get the more 
we can satisfy our desires to indulge our flesh 

i. We want to be entertained, we want to get all that 
we can of what feels good 

1. Music, Literature, media, cinema, theater 
sport, food, drink, recreation, leisure, 
activism  



a. These things of themselves are 
nothing but we worship them and 
when we worship them we worship 
the powers behind them  

c. We revel in the idea that no one is going to tell me what to 
do, I’m my own person entitled to the pursuit of what 
makes me happy 

3. If you think that you are not meddling in the demonic because you 
are not falling down to some graven image you deceive yourself.  

a. If we are honest with ourselves we we must acknowledge 
the things in our life that we elevate to a place above 
christ.  

i. However idolatry takes form in our life it’s purpose 
is to compete with Christ. The one who is 
competition with Christ is Satan.  

3. You Cannot have It Both Ways 
a. Paul says it so plainly in vers 21 

i. You cannot have it both ways. You cannot participate with Christ and with 
satan 

ii. You cannot be a citizen of heaven and a citizen of of this world 
1. You cannot be a Christian on the fence, straddling the line 


