
December 24, 2017 
Sermon: Advent 2017: Joy John 15:11 
 
 
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  

John 15:11 
 

1. Jesus has Joy 
2. Jesus Wants Us to have His Joy  
3. Jesus’ Joy is Full 

 
 

1. Jesus has Joy 
a. The context of John 15 is Jesus depicting the relationship between God the 

father, Himself and his followers through the metaphor of a Vinedresser, Vine 
and branches. And the thrust of  the teaching is the absolute centrality of the Vine 
(Jesus) in the life branches (followers/you and me). And Jesus uses His absolute 
dependence on the Father as the model for how we are to depend upon and 
relate to him 

i. So in verses 9-10 the remaining or abiding that Jesus wants is that same 
remaining and abiding that he has done in his father. The evidence of this 
abiding relationship is obedience. 

ii. In verse 11 Jesus tells us that obedience which is the evidence of his 
remaining in God’s love is his Joy 

b. Have you ever thought about the uniqueness of Jesus in this area. He was never 
searching for inner peace. There was no trying to find himself, no attempts to 
establish his identity apart from his father. His Joy was not found in packages 
with pretty wrapping and bows. His fulfillment was not sourced in a craigslist find, 
a winning ebay bid or a black friday deal. He did not receive his commendation 
from looking like the world - either the the secular world or the religious world of 
his day.  He was not chasing after the fads or trends looking to the next thing to 
bring fragments of joy that would fulfill. Jesus was obedient which was the 
evidence of his love for the father and his father's love for him - this was his joy 

i. This truth is why the writer of Hebrews can say in 12:2 that we are to be “ 
. . .  looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

2. Jesus Wants Us to have His Joy 
a. How do we know this? Jesus states it explicitly in verse 11! 

i. “These things I have spoken to you, that my Joy may be in you . . .” 
ii. This is one of the most abused truths about God peddled from pulpits 

so-called Christian literature  - 



1.  namely that Jesus/God wants me to be happy and what is meant 
by happiness is that he wants me to have stuff 

a. Weather that “stuff” is material possession, social approval, 
or occupational success God wants it for you and because 
he wants you to be happy  

i. God does want you to be a success at your job not 
because he wants you to be promoted, or rich but 
because he wants you to be a diligent and hard 
worker because you love him and want to bring him 
honor and glory 

ii. God does want you to be  well thought of by those 
around you because a life lived in the spirit 
produces “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness,gentleness, faithfulness and self control 
against such things there is no law” so everyone 
around you will be forced to recognize through you 
life and behavior which though they cant 
understand it, therefore they cannot condemn it 

iii. As for material possession, God wants you to have 
the same attitude whether you have an abundance 
or nothing. He want your attitude to be that of Job “ 
the lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed be 
the name of the Lord (Job 1:21)” and that of Paul “ I 
have learned in whatever situation I am to be 
content ( Phil 4:11).” for “Godliness with 
contentment is great gain (1 Tim 6:6)” 

iii. So Jesus does want us to be happy, does want us to have joy just like he 
has joy and that joy is a product of obedience 

3. Jesus Joy is Full 
a. Do you hear the implication here? 

i. Jesus is saying that unless my joy is in you, your joy is lacking - its 
incomplete it is not full 

b. So I have to ask myself what is the difference between my insufficient, lacking, 
not full joy and Jesus’ full joy 

i. The difference between my Joy and his has to do with the presence of 
God 

1. The Psalmist says in 16: 11 “You make known to me the path 
of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.” 

2. Do you remember the context of John 15 - remaining in Jesus 
a. When we obey it is the evidence of our abiding in Christ 



b. When we abide we are in his presence and that is 
where full joy is 

c. Think of the angels declaration to the shepherds “I bring 
good news of great Joy (luke 2:10)” he was announcing 
the presence of God on earth. It was great Joy because 
it meant the opportunity to stand in the presence of God 

c. Jesus is wanting us to remain in him so that our Joy may be full just as Jesus 
has remained in the Father and his joy is full 

 
 

 
Benediction 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Romans 15:13 

 
 


