
November 19, 2017 
Less Talk More Power 
1 Corinthians 4 
 
 
 
Types of power: 
Horsepower cars, plains, motors, jet engines 
Pneumatic power, from impact wrenches, to nail guns 
Fire power- guns, tanks bombs 
Cordless power- 12 vlt, 18, 20 60 
Power to make a deeper weld 
Power to drive your opponent off the ball,  
 
Can't leave out the ladies 
Power of a stand mixer or food processor 
Power of a sewing machine 
Sucking power of a vacuum 
 
What about philosophical or emotional power 
Power to manipulate 
Power of an argument 
Power of influence 
Power of motivation 
Will power 
Power of a word - “after all the pen is mightier than the sword” 
 
Power is a topic we are all very familiar with as it is rooted in the idea of ability, capability, 
capacity, faculty 
 

The word power in 1 Corinthians 1:17 is κενωθῇ  = to be to be emptied, deprived of content,, 
stripped of power (take the teeth out) 

In verses 1:18, 24; 2:4,5; 4:19,20  δύναμις power 
 
The word power is in 19 of the 27 NT books (It is not in John, Galatians, 1 Timothy, Titus, 
Philemon, 2/3 John, Jude) 
 
In the first four chapters of 1 Corinthians  “power” is mentioned seven times and it will be 
mentioned 5 more times by the end of the letter (5:4; 6:14, 15:,24,43,56) 
 
 
 



For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom               
and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. For the message of the                 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the                  
power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 
 
but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 1 Corinthians 1:24 
 
 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom 
of men but in the power of God. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 
But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these 
arrogant people but their power. For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in 
power. 1 Corinthians 4:19-20 
 
What power is Paul talking about in 19-20? 
Is it the same Power mentioned elsewhere  
 
 

 

2Corinthians 4:7  But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 
power belongs to God and not to us. 

2Corinthians 6:7  by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 

2Corinthians 10:4  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 
power to destroy strongholds. 

2Corinthians 12:9  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness."Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

2Corinthians 13:4  For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we 
also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by the power of God. 

Collosians 1:24-29 
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I 
became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, 



to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but 
now revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that 
we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me. 
 
 
“Acta Non Verba” Written on the seal of the United States Merchant Marine Academy 
 
 
Application: 
The power of the Christian is “Christ in you” 
It is demonstrated through through your actions not your words 
 
 
Benidiction: 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than 
all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What do you think of when you hear the word power?  
2. Paul says in 4:19-20 that he will find out the “power” of the people of Corinth. 

How was Paul going to find out their “power.” Have you ever thought of your 
conduct as being the evidence for the spirit through whom you live your life? 

3. Take time as a group to explore the use use of the word “power” in the bible. 
What insight do you gain from it use elsewhere in scripture? 


