
November 26, 2017 
9 Reasons we are not thankful 
Luke 17:11-19 
 

● Setting/context 
○ Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem  

■ Important because of the time line. This is the end of his ministry so 
for three years he has been healing people all over the country. 
And not just a few people, droves of people, and he was famous. 

● Matthew 4:23  And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction 
among the people.Mat 4:24  So his fame spread throughout 
all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted 
with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by 
demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 

● Matthew 9:35  And Jesus went throughout all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction. 

● Mark 3:10  for he had healed many, so that all who had 
diseases pressed around him to touch him. 

● Luke 4:40  Now when the sun was setting, all those who had 
any who were sick with various diseases brought them to 
him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed 
them. 

● Luke 6:19  And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power 
came out from him and healed them all. 

● Matthew 9:31  But they went away and spread his fame 
through all that district. 

● Luke 4:14  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to 
Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the 
surrounding country. 

● Luke 5:15  But now even more the report about him went 
abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be 
healed of their infirmities. 

●  Mark 1:28  And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 



● Even the King heard of him: Matthew 14:1 At that time Herod 
the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, 

■ Perhaps it was the crowd around him. Perhaps someone had come 
ahead of told them Jesus was coming. Whatever the case may be 
these lepers knew who Jesus was and they petitioned him for 
healing  

● They knew how and who to ask 
○ “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us” 

1. Excitement 
a. This is perhaps the most innocent of all our observations for ingratitude. 

Excitement and anticipation are powerful emotions. They are tied strongly 
to  our imagination which typically has been running wild with the idea of 
“what I would do if.” I can’t imagine the situation of the leper in Israel. 
Ostracised, cast out for the protection of the community. Sitting outside 
the city looking in at all the people free to do as they please.  Longing for 
the good old days, saying to fellow lepers things like, “If I were healed the 
first things would do is . . .” “I sure can't wait until I can . . .” Perhaps one of 
these lepers upon hearing the priest's declaration “clean” rushed out in his 
joy and did exactly what he had been dreaming of for months, failing to 
acknowledge the one who had made what was longed for, that which was 
realized. 

2. Boasting  
a. I can imagine that one of these men healed from his terrible malady had 

begun right away to show himself to everyone. And though he was willing 
enough when asked “how did this happen” to say under his breath “oh, 
Jesus told me to go show myself to the priest,” his desire in sharing the 
news was not to praise Emmanuel, but to glorify himself. I wonder, if we 
were honest with ourselves, how many of our so called praises have ever 
been voiced to God before they are declared to men. How many of us 
have actually gone to the saviour and thanked him for what he has done in 
our lives before we post how blessed we are. I do not want to discourage 
the spontaneous or public praise of of God. I would like to cause us to 
examine who is really on display.  

3. Misunderstanding of Particularity 
a. Could it be that one of the Lepers upon receiving his clean bill of health 

looked around at the other nine and seeing they had received the same 
thing downplayed the gift because it was given to the group. After all 
Jesus had been doing this for lots of people all over the country. That's 
just what he does. How many times have we heard in Christianity that 



Jesus loves you so much that he would have died on the cross just for 
you. This is a true statement the evidence for which is the fact that you 
were bought with a price 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Jesus paid the particular 
price for your particular life. Your life cost the same as person next to you. 
Jesus didn’t negotiate a bulk price for salvation. He paid the full price, 
everything you owed he paid. If I get online today and buy stock in a 
company I am going to pay the same price per share for one share as I do 
for ten, one hundred or one thousand shares. When we say that Jesus 
would have died for just you we are making a value statement. We are 
saying that it would have cost the same for just you because as person 
created in the image of God you have value, the same value as anyone 
else and he paid the full price for you. Don’t make the mistake of 
downplaying what he has done for you because he has also done it for 
someone else 

4. Why not me? 
a. Perhaps the fourth leper found himself thinking about the group a little 

differently. Perhaps he understood how great the gift for him and for the 
others. And that’s where he got caught up, the others. After all he had 
been living in obscurity with these men for quite some time now and he 
knew the kinds of men they were. And though he would not go so far as to 
say he was better or more deserving than any of the others he was 
certainly not any worse. So he received his cleanliness with a self 
determined sense of humility, with a heart that said “perhaps none of us 
deserved this but if one of us did I could sure make the argument as to 
why I should be considered. 

5. I asked for it 
a. Has anyone ever asked you what you wanted for your birthday? Have you 

ever written out a list of Christmas gifts? I wonder what the spirit behind 
such lists are, why we make it known what we would deem a good gift? 
Perhaps the mindset of such a request is that it my birthday and since 
you’re going to spend money on me you might as well get me what I want. 
Besides how could you really know what I need unless I told you. The 
lepers we are told “lifted up their voices,” they made their request known. 
Could it be that the fifth left the priest with an attitude that said “I got just 
what I wanted, It's a good thing I asked. Besides, that what he’s here for.” 

6. Disregard for the Gift Giver 
a. Why is it that in military service promotions in rank and medals for 

distinguished service are given a ranking officer, a member of congress or 
the president? Why are Academy Awards, Grammys and invitations to be 



a member of the “Grand ‘ol Opry” given by  those who have received such 
awards or who are of repute in that industry? It is because awards, 
medals, and honors mean more when a distinguished person presents 
them. It’s never an enlisted infantrymen or White House gardener who 
presents them. Think about what is said of Jesus, he was born in a stable 
to unimportant people. He lived the life of a vagabond by human 
standards. It was prophesied about him Isaiah 53:2 For he grew up before 
him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or 
majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire 
him. Could it be that the sixth Leper was ungrateful because he the gift 
giver was nobody of consequence? 

7. Fail to understand the scope of what has been done. 
a. The bible is very clear that God’s power is made known to us in his word. 

He spoke and the world was created and nothing in His creation happens 
unless he decrees it (says it will happen). So when God in the flesh 
speaks and simply says “Go and show yourself to the priest” the simplicity 
of the event could leave one unimpressed by its organizer. Failing to 
realize that this moment had been coming about since before the 
foundation of the world, that it was in fact God who was speaking to you 
might have been the reason that the seventh leper walked to the priest 
and kept on walking. There had been no incantations uttered, no potions 
concocted, no hands waved, nor chants recited. It didn’t seem like much 
had been done. Sure I had leprosy and now I don’t but it just sort of 
happened. He didn’t make a big deal about it so why should I. 

8. Religion 
a. Perhaps the eighth Leper did not return to Jesus because he was so 

focused on doing what the Law required. After all Leviticus 14 has 57 
verses regarding the cleansing rituals for individual and homes infected 
with leprosy. Perhaps he was already planning his trip to the temple in his 
mind. Thinking about the clean birds, cedarwood, scarlet yarn and hyssop 
he would need. Thinking if his knife was sharp because he was going to 
need to shave all his hair. Perhaps he was wondering how he was going 
to afford three lambs for the sacrifice. Could it be that in his desire to keep 
the Law he failed to see the Law-giver in front of him. The heart of man 
believes that we can do something to save ourselves. We fail to realize 
that all that we do, even the Law, is to be done in response to what has 
been done 

9. Entitlement 



a. The sense of entitlement is, I believe, the greatest opponent to 
thankfulness. Perhaps the ninth Leper did not return to thank Jesus 
because he, like so mony of us, reasoned that one does not need to be 
thankful for what is theirs by obligation. Jesus had been healing everyone 
else so I deserve it too.  

Application: 

Could you imagine with me an attitude that says I don’t deserve anything, nothing that I 
do could do on my own can save me, not even my religious works. What has been done 
for me is so great, so transcendent, so intricate that wen I think about it I’m 
overwhelmed. To think, the creator of all things would concern himself with my well 
being. That he would condescend to earth so that I might live in His presence, me an 
unworthy sinner. So unworthy that I could never have even thought to ask if he hadn’t 
come and shown His power in the face of my need. A need that proves when it comes 
to sinners, I’m the worst one and yet he finds value in me enough to pay all that is 
required for me. I’m not just an addendum, some afterthought. He made a full price offer 
for me. What Joy! What excitement there is in my heart! I can’t contain it so I will shout it 
from the rooftops. I will tell everyone of His work I will boast of His graciousness to me. 
But I will not declare it to anyone before turn to Him and say, with all my heart “thank 
you” 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Spend time discussing this “list” as a group. Did any of these hypothetical 
responses resonate with you? Have you experienced any such responses?  

2. Some of the items are very closely related. How does the distinction of nuance 
help? 

3. As was mentioned in the sermon, lists are not always exaustive.Is there anything 
missing from this list? What are some other ways of thinking that keep us from 
being thankful. (I have nothing specific in mind here, but perhaps there is 
something that has been overlooked.) 


