
January 20, 2019 
Gifts for the Common Good Pt 2 
I Corinthians 12:4-11  
 

1. How Much is given 
1. The answer to this question is found in vers 11 where we are told that the 

Spirit: 
1. distributes/divides/apportions His gifts  

1. All these adverbs are faithful and acceptable ways to 
translate the word used however I believe one to 
communicate the whole of Paul’s argument better than the 
other two: 

1. To say that the Spirit divides the gifts as he wills, as 
the King James and New King James have it, carries 
with it two ideas that I believe are incompatible with 
the nature of God: 

1. The first is that in order for something to be 
divided it must have a definable whole. Doing 
long division with my son this week we always 
had to start with the whole number and then 
we could work the division problem. But God is 
infinite and therefore His whole is undefinable. 

2. Second, to divide something carries with it the 
idea of removal or separation. That definable 
whole is now being cut and sliced into 
segments which may or may not be equal and 
then are separated so that they become 
individuals rather than being a whole. 
Deuteronomy 6 reminds us that the Lord our 
God is one, and beginning in vs 12 of 1 
Corinthians 12 Paul is is going to illustrate 
verses 1-11 by pointing out the 
interconnectivity of the body and how it is one 
whole with many parts 

2. To say that the Spirit distributes-as the NIV and NLT 
have it- could be taken in two different senses 

1. First it could be thought of in the sense of 
product distribution - get this massed produced 
item out as fast as you can to as many people 



as you can. This is the wrong sense of the 
word distribute 

2. Second, it could be thought of in the same 
sense as a race car drive thinks of weight 
distribution- carefully, and thoughtfully placing 
components so that the car is balanced in a 
way that it performs best on its intended track. 
This is akin to how how an artist would 
distribute color within a painting to balance and 
shade a landscape to make it look realistic. If 
taken in this second sense distributes is a 
helpful word however no matter the sense in 
which it is used it always carries with it the idea 
of finality. Once something is distributed it must 
be recalled or retracted before it can be altered 

3. To say the Spirit apportions seems to communicate 
particularity and care. “There is plenty to go around, 
an infinite amount actually, but for you, in order to 
carry out what I’ve called you to do, you get this much 
because it is exactly the amount you need.” 

4. Regardless of the word used in english we must note 
that the form of the Greek is a present active 
participle which tells us that the Spirit is appropriating 
the gifts to the followers of Jesus continually  

2. And He does so as He determines/decides/wills 
1. Spiritual gifts come from the Spirit and cannot be transferred, 

taught. 
1. By transferred I mean there is no “regifting” our 

spiritual gifts. However, most often it is through other 
members of the Body of Christ our spiritual gifts are 
recognized, confirmed, or conferred. 

1. 1 Timothy 4:12 Paul charges Timothy not to 
neglect the gift that was given to by prophecy 
when the council of elders laid their hands on 
you.  

1. So through someone's gift, or that 
group’s gift of prophecy, Timothy 
received a gift. (most believe from the 
context that this gift was teaching) and 



wouldn't it make sense that if you the 
prophecy was from the Spirit than it 
would be brought about by the same 
Spirit? The men who laid hands on 
Timothy did not give him his gift, they 
were being faithful to function in their 
own giftings and God most often 
chooses to interact with his people 
through his people 

2. Spiritual gifts cannot be taught.  
1. The idea that I can teach you how to do 

something and then call it a spiritual gift is 
contrary to what Paul is writing here. The spirit 
empowers the gifts, he apportions them and he 
does it all.  

1. This is a widely held practice in large 
movements within Christianity 
particularly when it comes to speaking in 
tongues. Many of you, like me, have 
been offered by someone to be taught 
how to speak in tongues. I’m sorry folks 
that is not how it works. Paul does not 
say anything here or anywhere else in 
scripture that would suggest that a gift of 
the Spirit can be taught.  

1. those who would say this do so 
based on an errant teaching 
states that speaking in tongues is 
the evidence that someone is 
Spirit filled. This teaching is 
directly opposed to the implied 
answer to Paul’s rhetorical 
questions about gifts in vs 29-30 

2. Why Are they Given 
1. Vs 7 tells us that we receive manifestations of the Spirit for the common 

good 
1. The Spiritual gifts that you have been given are not for your own 

good exclusively 



1. They are given for the common Good meaning all of us 
benefit from our giftings and this including the to whom it has 
been given 

1. This is how I think that works: When God gives you a 
gift he intends that it would be used to help others 
realize or grow in Christ’s lordship in their lives, and 
when that happens - when you get to see others love 
Jesus more because of something the spirit allowed 
you to do- I get encouraged and realize and grow in 
Christ’s Lordship in your life 

 


