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1 Corinthians 10:14ff,  
Run Away! - Understanding the Idols in Our Lives 
 

1. The link between temptation and Idolatry 
2. The Forms of Informal Idolatry 
3. An appeal that you Run 

 
 
 

1. The Link Between Temptation and Idolatry 
a. In vese 6 see that the example of the Old Testament is to given to us  so “that we 

might not desire evil as they did” 
i. Desire and sin are linked in scripture 

1. James 1:14 “each person is lured and enticed by his own desires” 
2. Eve “saw that the tree was pleasing to the eye and desirable for 

obtaining wisdom . . .” Gen 3:6 
ii. Idolatry is always sin in scripture 

1. Ex 20:3-6 “You shall have no other gods before a me.4“You 
shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything 
in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for 
I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.” 

b. Idolatry is rooted in desire 
i. There is formal (or overt) idolatry and there is informal (or covert) Idolatry 

1. Formal or overt idolatry is external and physical  
a. Like the golden calf made by the Israelites in the deserts or 

like Baal, or Buddah, or spring - something physical  
b. Formal idolatry is always the construct of the human mind 

based on and individual’s or group’s desires -its form and 
attributes are always formed out of the human mind and is 
rooted in informal or covert idolatry 

2. Informal or covert idolatry is the worship of an internal desire that 
has not yet been given a physical form but demands no less 
reverence or service by its worshiper 

ii. If you notice how closely tied together the first two Commandments are  
1. The first says no other Gods - this addresses the informal idea of 

idolatry 

https://biblehub.com/niv/exodus/20.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/exodus/20-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/exodus/20-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/exodus/20-6.htm


2. The second no graven images - addressing the formal idea of 
idolatry 

iii. Within the heart of every person is a desire to make much of something, 
to worship something, and to be affected by something.  

1. This is why idolatry -both formal and informal- is always 
accompanied by some sort of physical and emotional high 

2. It’s also why the Psalmist could write in 16:11 You make known 
to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of 
joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

a. The worship of the true God was designed by him to 
produce joy and pleasure for those who participate in 
it - it is desirable 

b. If the Authentic worship produces desirable 
outcomes, counterfeit worship must also produce 
pleasure or no one would participate 

2. Forms of Idolatry 
a. Failing to represent God in his entirety or Libeling God -  

i. This is done when we omit, ignore or diminish aspects of the 
character of God which he has revealed to us in his word.  

b. Worshiping the True God in the wrong way 
i. Saul did this in 1 Sam 15 - God told him to do one thing and he did 

another 
c.  Worshiping an image that is intended to represent the true God 

i. Ex 32:7-9- Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your 
people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 
8They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them 
and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They 
have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are 
your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 

ii. Deut 4:14-19 14And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach 
you statutes and rules, that you might do them in the land that you 
are going over to possess.15“Therefore watch yourselves very 
carefully. Since you saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to 
you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire,16beware lest you act 
corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, in the form of 
any figure, the likeness of male or female, 17the likeness of any 
animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies 
in the air, 18the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the 
likeness of any fish that is in the water under the earth. 19And 

http://biblehub.com/exodus/32-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/4-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/4-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/4-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/4-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/4-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/4-19.htm


beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the 
sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be 
drawn away and bow down to them and serve them, things that the 
LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole 
heaven.  

1. So we see that GOd intentional did not represent himself in 
any form to the Israelites and forbade them from giving him 
any form 

d. Worshiping any image 
1. Even images of Christ - John 4:24 God is spirit and those 

who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth 
e. Worshiping Angels 

1. Col 2:18 “let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 
delighting in self-abasement or the worship of angles” 

2. John is told not to worship the angel in Rev 19:10 
f. Worshiping Angels 

1. As we will see next week it is closely associated with 
worshiping images 

g. Worshiping Dead Men 
1. Psalm 106:28-29 Then they yoked themselves to the Baal of 

Peor, and ate sacrifices offered to the dead; 29they provoked 
the LORD to anger with their deeds, and a plague broke out 
among them.  

h. Loyalty in our heart to anything other than God 
1. Whether ambitions, desires, possessions, fame, our families 

a. Matt 6:21 “where your treasure is there your heart will 
be also” 

i. Covetousness 
1. Eph 5:5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is 

sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an 
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 
God. 

2. Col 3:5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry. 

j. Lustful desire 
1. Philipians 3:18-19 For many walk, of whom I often told you, 

and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ, 19whose end is destruction, whose god is 

http://biblehub.com/psalms/106-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/philippians/3-19.htm


their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set 
their minds on earthly things. 

3. An appeal that you Run 
a. God has promised that he will give you a way out of your temptation and 

that way is to run- so run! 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. 10:13 tells us that our “temptation is nothing that is uncommon to men.” How 

does that truth prepare us for Pauls charge that we would “flee” from idolatry 
10:14)  

2. Thinking about the different ways idolatry takes form, what ways do you see 
idolary in your life? 

3. In what way has God provided you a way out of your temptation to participate in 
idolatry? How are you going to flee the idolatry in your life? 

 
 


