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Supplementing our Faith with Prudence 
2 Peter 1:5 
 
Virtue 
 
Historically Christians have recognized 7 virtues which make serve as the foundation of 
Christian character 

- Faith, Hope and Love are eternal or remaining virtues according to 1 Corinthians 13:13 
and emphasis a Christians relationship with God 

- We have faith that Jesus is the savior of the the world 

- We hope in an eternity spent with God through faith in the saving work of Jesus 

- We love God because of his love demonstrated in sending Jesus to die for our 
sin 

- Courage, Prudence, Justice, and Temperance are virtues which are rooted in the 
character of God and emphasis our relationship with one another and the world around 
us 

 
The Virtue of Courage 
 
Biblical Courage courage is joyfully and resolutely obeying what God has called you to do.  

- In the OT we saw this applied most often to leadership and military endeavors 

-  In the NT we saw this applied the embrace of Jesus Christ, the proclamation of the 
gospel, and the trusting God in the midst of uncertain circumstances 

 
The Virtue of Prudence  
 
At least 4 roots in Hebrew and two in Greek that carry the idea of prudence.  
Means: 

- To skilfully apply knowledge, to mentally put things together/separate 
The greatest concentration of the words for “Prudence” are in Proverbs 

- 12:16 

- 15:5 

- 16:21 

- 19:14 
 



How do we become Prudent?  
 
It is impossible to be prudent without knowledge? 

- Proverbs 2 and 4 tell us to seek knowledge, wisdom and understanding 

- Because you cannot apply what you don’t have. 
 
Why are we to be prudent?  
 
The more you know the more you love. 

- The more you know of God the more you will love Him 
Life for the prudent is more fulfilled 

- Proverbs 4:7 “The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get 
insight.” 

Because we are in a battle 
-Matt 10:16 Jesus has sent us out as sheep among wolves 
 


