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Gifts for the Common Good part 3  
1 Corinthians 12:4-11  
 
 
Review from parts 1 & 2 
Spiritual Gifts: 

1. What are they? - How do we identify them or what qualifies them as spiritual gifts 
(vs 4-7) 

2. Who gets them?- Everyone who by the Spirit of God Jesus Lord (vs 3, 6, 7, 11) 
3. How much is given? - Exactly the right amount and its different for each person 

(vs 11) 
4. Why are they given? For the common good of the body(vs 7) 

 
Today:  
How do we understand the list? 
 

1. What is on the list? 9 things are mentioned between verses 8-10 
a. Utterance of wisdom, Utterance of knowledge, Faith, Gifts of Healings, 

Working of miracles, Prophecy, Ability to distinguish between spirits, 
Various kinds of tongues, Interpretation of tongues  

i. Then at the end of chapter twelve we see 4 additional gifts and 4 
repeated : 

1. Apostles, Prophets, teachers, Miracles, GIfts of healings, 
helping, administration, various kinds of tongues 

a. Total of 13 gifts mentioned in chapter 12 
b. Even with 13 gifts or categories listed, the theme of the chapter is still 

unity. The emphasis is on the one, same Spirit who gives the gifts and on 
the one body which benefits from the gifts  

2. Utterance of Wisdom and Knowledge 
a. Literally “word” of wisdom or knowledge - from Logos 

i. So some get a “word” of wisdom and some get a “word” of 
knowledge  

1. Through all of scripture wisdom and knowledge are 
distinguishable and used interchangeably- they are two 
sides of the same coin - 26 other times the ESV translated 
wisdom and knowledge in the same verse and they are 
always mentioned in parallel (meaning they are 
communicating the same thought) 



a. Wisdom and Knowledge can be thought of like an 
Oven: 

i. A repairman and a baker think of an oven a 
little differently but they both appreciate the 
purpose and product it produces 

1. The one knows how it works but has 
little knowledge on how to work it 

2. The other has only a basic knowledge of 
how it works but what they produce with 
it reveals great wisdom in how to work it 

2. I have come to understand Paul’s use of wisdom and 
knowledge in this context as premieant example of unity and 
since this whole section is about unity, and oneness, and all 
these things being given by God he begins his list by 
mentioning two things that are distinguishable but 
inseparable- they are the siamese twins of the bible 

ii. As for the idea of “word” or “utterance” we must remember that 
Christ is the word in John 1 and in 1 Corinthians 1:24 Jesus is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 

1. The wisdom and knowledge that the Spirit will utter to his 
people will always be Jesus 

3. Faith 
a. At this point we need to make a distinction between what theologians call 

the “gift” of faith and the “grace” of faith 
i. Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
1. The construction of the verse in Greek leaves no doubt that 

“this” refers to the faith. So faith is not our own faith but a 
faith given to us by God- it is a gift a grace of God and every 
christian get this grace of faith 

ii. When it comes to the gift of faith there are times when the Spirit 
gives and extra dose of grace to a specific person in order to 
encourage the body. Hebrews tells us that faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen (11:1) and at 
times the Spirit gives a special measure of faith to someone to for 
the purpose of pointing the body to Jesus 

4. Gifts of Healings and Workings of Miracles 



a. I am treating these two things together because one ( healings) is a 
subcategory of the other (Miracles), also I believe that it is important that 
we note that these gifts are mentioned in the plural.  

i. This is helpful in our understanding because it seems to emphasise 
that these gifts are singular events rather than gifts held by a single 
person who can use them at his or her discretion 

1. This was Paul's experience: God gave him the grace to heal 
the cripple at Lystra (Acts 14:10),many people in Ephesus 
(Acts 19:12) the demon possessed Philippi (Acts 16:18) and 
Eutychus after he fell out of a window (Acts 20:9–10). But 
Paul could not heal himself from the thorn in the flesh (2 
Corinthians 12:8–9) or from the ailment that he had when he 
preached in Galatia (Galatians 4:13–14). And evidently he 
could not heal Timothy from his stomach ailments (1 Timothy 
5:23) or Epaphroditus from his life threatening sickness 
(Philippians 2:26–27) or Trophimus whom he "left ill at 
Miletus" (2 Timothy 4:20). Sometimes Paul was given gifts of 
healings and sometimes he wasn't because it a gift of God. 
Think of Peter and John walking into the temple in Acts 
chapter 3 we remember that the man had been taken there 
every day for years and we also remember that Peter and 
John were going daily to the temple. IF the gift of healing is 
is something that is possessed and can be exercised at will, 
what took them so long? 

b. So I’m saying that miracles and healings are giftings that happen when 
God wills it, not when you or I do. Just because it happened last time does 
not mean that it will happen this time 
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