
April 22, 2018 
Principles for Marriage Part 2  
1 Cor 7:8-16 
 
Previous 7 verses Paul is giving practical advise on conduct within a Marriage  
 
In verses 8-16 Paul is going to address three groups of people that are are at different places in 
their relationship to marriage and in marriage. 
 
Group 1 verses 8-9: The Unmarried 
Group 2 verses 10-11: The Married 
Group 3 verses 12-16: The Rest - Married Couples With One Believing Spouse 

3.1: The Unbeliever Wants to Stay 
3.2: The Unbeliever Wants to Go 

 
1. Group 1: The  Unmarried vs 8-9 

a. This group includes all types of unmarrieds 
i. Maidens and Old Maids, Eligible and Confirmed Bachelors, widows and 

widowers  
b. Paul’s position is still that it is a good thing not to marry 

i. “It is good for them to remain single” 
1. His reasoning is given in verses 32 and following 
2. Married people have to worry about married things 

ii. “as I am” 
1. Paul is single however it is likely that Paul was married at one time 

a. Jewish orthodoxy held that in order to keep the law a man 
must marry 

i. The teaching was that God command us to fill the 
earth so the commandment of God is that man 
should marry and produce children 

ii. Paul states in Philippians 3:6 that he was 
blameless under the Law 

b. Also many scholars believe that to serve in the Sanhedrin 
-the Jewish ruling council-  that a man had to be married 

i. Acts 26:10 indicates that Paul was a member of tha 
council  

1. He cast his vote 
2. It is important that we know this because the man giving the 

command has known all the good marriage has to offer 
a. His wife had either died or she had left him when he 

became a Christian  
i. I think the later is most likley 

c. Better to marry than burn 



i. If you can't exercise self control you better get married so that you are not 
found to be in sin 

ii. Listen where there’s smoke, there's fire- if your passions are smoldering 
within you eventually they are going to ignite into flame  

1. The flame of passion is designed to burn within the woodstove of 
marriage. Fire when it is contained is a tremendous resource that 
brings warmth and light. Uncontained it consumes without 
discretion- indeed it will consume even the life of the one who 
brought it into existence. 

2. We must note that what is implied here is Godly, Christ centered 
marriage 

a. Marriage is not just a stamp that makes illegitimate 
passions legitimate 

i. If your burning is being fueled by immoral lusts- 
things that are not Godly- you are deceiving 
yourself if you think they are going to go away or be 
satisfied in marriage. They might be for a time but 
they will reignite in the future. 

2. Group 2: The Married vs 10-11 
a. “Not I but the Lord” 

i. Simply means that Jesus had spoken to this topic directly during his 
ministry.  

1. Mat. 5:32, 19:4; Mark 10:2; Luke 16:18, Mal 2:16 
b. “Wife should not separate from her husband . . . and the husband should not 

divorce his wife” 
i. Divorce is not an option 
ii. Remarriage is not an option unless you have been reconciled to your 

original husband or wife 
iii. Mat 5:32, Luke 16:18 make it abundantly clear that to divorce is wrong 

and to remarry after divorce is wrong 
1. Exception clause in Matthew “except for marital unfaithfulness” 

a. There are three ways out of marriage biblically where 
remarriage is permitted 

i. Death - upon which the surviving spouse has 
fulfilled their vow and is free to make new vows 
without breaking the old one Romans 7, 1 Cor 7:39 

ii. Divorce if an unsaved spouse wishes to leave a 
believing spouse (addressed in vs15) - “brother or 
sister is not enslaved”  

iii. Divorce on the basis adultery Mat 5, 19 
 

3. The Rest vs 12-16 
a. “I Not the Lord” 



i. This does not mean Paul’s words are uninspired or authoritative but 
simply that He is no longer quoting Jesus 

b. Two subcategories in this group - Married to an unbeliever who wants to stay or 
to one who wants to go. 

i. Married to an unbeliever who wants to stay 12-14 
1. Stay with them 

a. Because the presence of a believer in the lives of 
unbelievers has a sanctifying effect. 

i. How many of you think back to your childhood and 
though you didn't have two believing parents one or 
the other of them was and they took you to church, 
maybe not regularly, and they taught you godliness, 
maybe not perfectly, but God used that in your life 
as one of the means of your salvation 

ii. How many of you know someone who was married 
to an unbeliever and in the course of time their 
faithfulness and sanctifying presence was used by 
god as a means of that husband or wife’s salvation  

iii. This is not a guarantee of spus’s or child’s 
conversion but god delights in the faithfulness of his 
people and often uses one faithful spouse as the 
primary influence of Grace on an unbelieving one 

2. “Your children would be unclean” 
a. Paul is fighting the idea that if a believer has sexual 

relations with an unbelieving spouse the children are some 
kind of spiritual halfbreed- not Christian and not pagan. 

i. after all to be joined to a prostitute as a believer is 
to join christ with one. Isn't this the same thing? 

b. Paul is saying that children born as a result of legitimate 
marriage relations is clean  

ii. Married to an unbeliever who wants to leave vs 15 
1. Simply, let them go 

a. What is understood here is that the reason for their desire 
to leave is your new religion. And if that is the case let 
them go 

b. Because we are called to peace  
i. If you think that your going to save you husband by 

dragging him to church or stuffing his lunchbox with 
scriptures about his unbelief you have another thing 
coming 

ii. If you think your will save your wife by changing all 
her stereo presets to christian stations and 



replacing her romance novels with their christian 
counterparts, I doubt it. 

iii. But if you look them in the eyes and tell them your 
love for them has not changed except to be deeper 
and wider and higher than ever before and that you 
will wait being faithful to them you will in effect 
“heap burning coals in their laps” 

iii. Finally, a word to both subgroups vs 16 
1. “How do you know whether you will save them?” 

a. Much debate is made over whether this statement is 
positive or negative-  

i. Positive- stick it out because you might save them 
by your sanctifying influence 

ii. Negative- why are you going to hold on to 
something so tight when you don’t even know if 
your spouse will come around. 

iii. I’m saying its both and it's for your you to decide 
what is proper for you. Afterall, “salvation belongs 
to our God . . . and to the Lamb” 

1. You cannot bring about anything that God 
has not already ordained. 

 
Applications 

1. If you are single, take joy in your singleness and use it to serve your savior 
2. If your burning, seek a Godly marriage 
3. Some of us married because of our ungodly lusts and now the same things that were 

ruining our lives before marriage are ruining our lives and our marriage. Repent! Put 
christ at the center of your life and marriage and “glorify God with your body” 

4. If your married take divorce off the table, remove it from your vocabulary and live in 
Christ centered harmony with your spouse 

5. If you have been divorced and or remarried press on in your marriage acknowledging 
that it should not have happened and determine that you are not going to make that 
mistake again. 

6. If you have an unbelieving spouse live in peace with them to the degree that they 
determine - who know if your conduct won’t be the means of God’s grace in their life. 

 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Why is it “better to marry than to burn with passion?” What are the dangers in marrying 
because you are “burning?”  

2. What is the simple principle taught by Paul (and Jesus) about divorce? Are there any 
exceptions to this principle and are those exceptions prescriptive? What were the viable 
options for remarriage argued by pastor Ben? Do you agree with his position? What is 
the biblical support for your agreement/disagreement? 



3. In the relationship between an unbelieving/believing couple, what is the desired outcome 
whether they stay together or not? How does the truth that we are not responsible for 
anyone else’s salvation comfort the spouse of an unbeliever?  


