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Christian Mindset on Rights 
1 Cor 9:12,15-18  
 

1. Rights are a big deal 
a. We hear all kinds of talk about the rights of different things and groups 

i. The founding documents of our Nation Speak of it 
1. Dec. of Ind. : “ . . . rights of life liberty and happiness” 
2. The Bill of rights is made up of the first 10 amendments to the 

constitution and states specific protection of individuals rights 
against governmental intrusion 

a. Rights of speech and worship 
b. Rights to keep and bear arms 
c. The right to privacy  
d. The right to trial by jury 

ii. Land deeds address rights 
1. Water rights 
2. Easements  

iii. We hear of the “rights” of different groups being advocated 
1. Human rights 
2. Animal rights 
3. Women's rights 
4. Gay rights 
5. Employee rights  
6. Consumer rights  

b. The bible talks about Rights 
i. O.T. Law is pact with rights and provisions for individuals and groups in 

particular circumstances  
1. The poor and foreigners had the right to glean (Lev 19:9-10) 
2. Labor rights (Lev 19:13, Deut 24:15) 

a. If a man works he gets paid that day 
3. Working animals have the right to eat (1 Cor 9:9 taken from Deut 

25:4) 
ii. Husbands and Wives have rights within marriage (1 Cor 7:3) 

2. Two reasons Paul did not insist on his rights 
a. He did not want to hinder the gospel of Christ (vs 12) 

i. The picture this word paints is of digging up a road 
1. The word literally means “to cut into” and it was used to describe 

the impediment or hindrance of and advancing enemy by 
destroying the road - cutting into the road- to slow their advance 

ii. So he “Endured” anything 
1. This word for endure means to to bear without complaint, to suffer 

silently 



iii. Application: 
1. The gospel of Good News of Jesus Christ is the path that leads a 

sinner out of death and hell and into life and relationship with 
Jehovah. And it is possible for us to “dig up the road” that would 
lead people to God through Jesus by insisting on our liberties- our 
rights. Paul says he would rather die than have that happen. So 
rather than hinder the gospel he quietly endures the hardship of 
providing his own living so that it is as easy as possible for the 
Corinthians to believe in Jesus. 

b. He didn’t want to lose his opportunity to boast 
i. What he can’t boast in 

1. His preaching 
a. He can’t boast in the content or in the carrier 

i. Content: Paul did not come up with the gospel 
massage. It was not a clever scheme that he came 
up with. In fact he tell us in his letter to the romans 
1:16 that the gospel is the Power and work of 
God.He is saying that he is just the carrier: 

ii. But he can’t even take credit for being the curier of 
the gospel since that was not his idea either.  

1. He is under compulsion to preach because 
he, like many OT prophets before him, had 
been set apart from his mother’s womb (Gal 
1:15).  

a. Jer. 1:5 “Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you 
were born I consecrated you; I 
appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.”  

b. In this prophet case when he didn’t 
speak what God told him it was like 
fire burning inside him and it was 
worse not to speak than it was when 
he did (Jer 20:7-9) 

2. He was under conscription  
a. We call this being “voluntold” 
b. Like being drafted into the military 

was Paul’s call into the ministry 
(Acts 9) 

ii. What he could boast in  
1. First let define “boast” 

a.  The word used here occurs 11 times in the new testament 
and 5 of those times it is translated rejoicing 



b. So this is not bragging but rather what Paul is really 
excited about and it’s something that he gets to do that is 
not required of him 

2. Preaching the gospel free of Charge 
a. Paul gave up his right to make a living by the gospel 

because and it was to him a reward 
3. Application: 

a. When we reach the point in our walk with Christ were dying 
to ourselves in order to benefit others serving Jesus 
becomes imitation, a reflection of the life of our savior. It 
was for Joy Jesus endured the cross. He gave up his right 
as the glorified son of God in order to become a man and 
die on the cross. And this should be our aim, or boast or 
joy, that we give up our rights in order that others might 
more easily come to Jesus 


