
he states the principle in chapter 8, he illustrates it in chapter 9 through chapter 10: 
13, and he applies it from 10:14 to chapter 11: 1. 
 
16 rhetorical questions in 12 verses 
 
Vs 1 Paul gives an illustration from his own life that shows the rights being given up 
for the benefit of others.  
 
Am I not Free? Yes he is 
Paul is  and apostle  
1- Understanding Apostleship - vs 1-2 

2- The rights of a minister - vs 3-6 

3- The rights of a worker - vs 7 and 10b 

4- Rights under the Law - vs 8-10a 

5- Rights of the priesthood - vs 13 

 

1. Understanding apostleship 
a. Am I not an apostle? Vs 1-2 

i. Acts 1:22 an apostle needed to be added to take the place of 
Judas in order to bear witness to the resurrected Christ implied 
. . .  implied in this criteria is that the witness need be credible. 
In other words he needed to actually have seen the resurrected 
Christ 

ii. Acts 9 paul encounters Jesus on the road to damascus 
iii. Acts 18:9 the Lord spoke to Paul in a the night by a vision - he 

saw him 
iv. Acts 22:17 Paul has another vision of Jesus telling him to get out 

of Jerusalem quickly 
v. 1 Cor 11:23 Paul tells the corinthians that he received 

instructions about communion from Jesus himself 
1. It has been a long held tradition that the three years that 

Paul spent in Arabia (Gal 1:17)he was studying the 
scriptures and being taught by Jesus in preparation for 



his ministry 
b. The Office of Apostle is is closed - there were only ever twelve and 

there will only ever be twelve 
i. Luke 6:13 Jesus make a clear distinction between disciples, those 

who follow him and whom he has generically commissioned, 
and apostles, those he particularly appointed with the task of 
faithfully overseeing the spread of his gospel. 

ii. Revelation 21:14 tells us that the foundations of the new 
Jerusalem bear the names of the 12 apostles. This means that 
there have only ever been 12. 

2. The Rights of a Minister vs 3-6 
a. The right to eat and drink 

i. This is not only the right of a minister but of all people 
1. In the body of Christ there should not be anyone among 

us who does not have their basic needs met 
b. The right to have the provision extend to their wife and by implication 

their families 
i. This serves at least three purposes 

1. To allow the minister to focus on study, prayer and 
ministering to the needs of others without being 
concerned that he is neglecting his family; without feeling 
as though he must choose between the two 

2. As a protection for him against temptation and 
accusation 

a. A minister on a mission trip of at a speaking 
engagement is afforded protection when his wife is 
with him  

3. She encourages him. 
3. The Rights of a Worker vs 7 and 10b 

a. Soldiers don’t go to war for free 
i. It is the responsibility of the one who has called the army to 

provide for the needs of those men, moreover those serving in 
the conflict have the hope of sharing in the spoils of war 

b. Vinedressers and Farmers don’t buy their produce from the grocery 
store 

i. The long standing norm of human history is that those who 
worked the land eat off the land. Sure they might sell or trade 
some of it but the primary motivation in growing the food is 
their own sustenance.  



c. Shepherd are going to eat curds and drink milk and have nice wool 
sweaters and no one is going to fault them for that  

i. The best steak you will eat is in the home of the cattlemen, the 
best fish you will eat is in the home of the fisherman 

d. Even the farm hands who low and thresh do so in the hopes that their 
appetites would be satisfied 

e. No one thinks twice about workers making their living off their work 
4. Rights under the Law vs 8-10a 

a. Paul appeals to the Law as having provisions made for oxen while they 
are working and then argues out that the precedent set forth in the 
law was not written out of concern for animals but for us.  

i. If an animal is to be able to eat his fill while he is working how 
much more a person who has been created in the image of God 

1. [we should also glean from this a sober perspective on 
the difference between animals and humans. God does 
care for the animals (Psalm 104:27-28, 147:9, Mat 6:26 and 
others) but he cares for people much exponentially more. 
It has become common for people to substitute 
relationships with God and other people with 
relationships with pets. This is spiritually unhealthy 
because we were not created to commune with animals. 
We were created to have dominion over them and care 
for them. It is a gross perversion of the created order to 
ascribe human qualities to things that are not human. 
This passage reminds us that God does care for animals 
as animals. How much more does he care for those who 
bear his image?] 

5. Rights Under the Priesthood vs 13  
a. The priesthood gives the precedent for how the servants of God are to 

be cared for - they made their living off the sacrifices of the people 
(See Numbers 18 and Deuteronomy 18 and other OT referances) 

i.  5 different offerings that the Jews would bring 
1. A burnt offering - the only one that was totally burnt up 

a. According to Gen 32 the stomach, entrails and 
sinew form thigh would be the only thing left 

b. But the hide was not offered and so the priests 
could use them or them for their own livelihood 

2. Sin offering - only the fat was burned and the priest kept 
the rest of the meat 



3. Trespass offering - same as the sin offering only the fat 
was offered and the priest kept the rest of the meat 

4. Meal offering was where flour, wine and oil was offered 
and small amount was burned for the Lord and the rest of 
it went to the priests 

5. Peace offering - all the fat and the entrails were burned, 
then the priests kept the right breast and shoulder and 
the rest went back to the worshiper 

ii. In every offering there was something for the priest in order 
that his livelihood and care might come out of his service 

1. The priests also received the first fruits of barley, wheat, 
grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, honey - the first fruits 
of everyones crop went to the priesthood for their 
support in the OT 

2. They  received on tenth of the Levite’s tithe 
3. They received the “Terumah” which is 1/50 of any crop 
4. They received the “Challah” which was 1/24 of the dough 

whenever anyone made a batch of bread - if you were a 
baker you gave 1/48 because you made more  

b. The Priesthood was sustained by their ministry 
6. Application: 

a. This should affect how you give 
i. Not necessarily in amount but in mindset   

1. If you give to the church out of obligation you will find 
yourself wrestling with giving as little as possible because 
you have other things you’d like to spend your money on. 
And you will come to church out of obligation, and you 
will sing out of obligation and on and on . . . 

2. But if you whole approach to church is that you need to 
know more of Jesus, you need to understand more of who 
he is, and what he’s done, that you need to know more of 
how to be like him, more of how to love you wife better, 
more of how to show your children their need for the 
Gospel, more of how to honor aging parents who are not 
always gracious, more of how to descipel younger women 
in the faith, more of all that pertains to life and godliness 
then perhaps obligation would give way to necessity- you 
would see your need to be taught the bible and recognise 
that if your going to be taught and challenged by the 



word of God then there needs to be someone who can 
teach it and in order for someone to teach it they must 
spend time studying it.  So when you support a pastor or 
evangelist or missionary in their ministry what you are 
saying is go study, go learn, go wrestle god’s word and 
then share it with the body do that we might be built up 
and strengthened in Christ.  

b. This should affect how I prepare and teach 
i. When I prepare out of obligation that you might have something 

to listen to on Sunday morning I defraud you and I don’t honor 
Chist 

ii. But when study with you on my heart knowing that you are 
going to show up on Sunday, after a week of being in the 
trenches, obligation give way to necessity and I begin begging 
that God would teach me through his word how I might 
strengthen you and study becomes exciting, and preaching 
becomes life giving  

c. This should cause us to take an interest 
i. The simple reality is that I cannot care for you spiritually if I 

cannot provide for my family physically or if I’m preoccupied 
with Church operation.  

1. Don’t just presume that everything is taken care of ask 
question, lean how the business of the church works, ask 
pressing questions of your pastors 

2. There are more ways to caring for a your pastors than 
throwing money into the offering box.  


