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1 Cor 12:14-20 

 

Paul emphasises the unity of the body though it is many parts 4 times (this is the emphasis of 

the passage)  

1. 12a - body is one . . . has many parts 

2. 12b - all members of the body, though many, are one 

3. 14 - body not one member but many 

4. 20 - many parts, yet one body 

Paul Identifies two tendencies of individual body members/parts within the body of Christ  

1. To feel/view themselves as useless, unnecessary or “not a part” of the body vs 15-16 

2. To feel independent of other members and/or self sufficient in the task vs 21 

Context for These Tendencies  

1. Contextual reasons 

a. Prominence of tongues in Corinth 

i. People without this gift feeling less spiritual or not part of the body 

ii. People presumed to have the gift of tongues were abusing their gift and 

being valued above those who did not.  

Reasons for these tendencies - Feeling Useless 

1. Focus on self 

2. No opportunity to use their giftings 

3. Prominence or Notable nature of other gifts/body parts 

4. Failure of the other parts to recognize one's contribution 

5. Ignorance of the goal or aim of the body 

6. Independent actions of other body members 

7. Failure to recognize how your contribution is needed by other body members 

This tendency refuted by the text verse 15b, 16b 17ff 

1. 15, 16 “that would not make it any less a part of the body” 

2. Vs 18 God has arranged the body as he chose 

a. Vs 6 God empowers them 



b. Vs 11 the Spirit apportions as He wills 

c. Vs 24 God has composed 

To say you are not part of the body is to: 

1. Question God’s ability to build His kingdom/church 

2. Doubt your position/standing in Christ 

3. Causes the rest of the body to cease being a body because the body, by definition, 

needs all its parts to be a body vs 19 

 

Reasons for these tendencies - Feeling Independent/ Self sufficient 

1. Focus on self 

2. Strong personality - “I may not know how or be able but give me time and I’ll figure it out” 

3. Strong natural giftings - “I am able to do it well myself” 

4. Preferring our own way of doing things 

5. Valuing our own desires above others and their desires 

6. Failing to recognize how other parts enable my task 

a. Think of the “systems” of the body like the respiratory or digestive system 

i. If your nose is stuffy, it’s hard for the lungs to get air 

ii. If the teeth don’t chew its hard for the throat to swallow, and the stomach 

to digest and so on 

7. Failure of other parts to act 

 

This tendency refuted by the text vs 22,23 

1. Parts that seem weaker are indispensable vs 22 

2. Parts we think are less honorable we bestow greater honor vs 23a 

3. Unpresentable parts treated with modesty vs 23b 

 

To say you have no need for other members is to: 

1. Divide the body vs 25 

2. Take value away from someone Jesus valued enough to die for 

a. Stated a different way: Minimise a brother or sisters standing/position in Christ 



3. Fail to follow Christ’s example 

a. Jesus did not need us yet he structured his body so that we are an important part  

4. Doubt God’s plan for how he is building His church 


