
December 3, 2017 
1st Advent - Hope 
1 Cor 13:13 tells us that 3 things remain, or abide, or last forever - faith, hope and love, and the 
greatest of these is love 
 
Colossians 1:3-8 
ESV 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since 
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 
because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the 
word of the truth, the gospel,which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is 
bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved 
fellow servant.b He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to 
us your love in the Spirit. 
 
NIV Col 1:3-6 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 
because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all 
God’s people— the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven 
and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel that has 
come to you.You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant,who is a 
faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also told us of your love in the 
Spirit. 
 
Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the assurance, substance or evidence of things hoped  

1. Hope is Eternal 
a. This will be explored in greater detail in in our 1 Corinthians study  
b. But it must be mentioned here because there is a tendency for us to diminish the 

importance of hope 
i. Hope has become in our thinking an empty longing, a pie in the sky 

daydream, a whimsical maybe 
1. This is not how the bible speaks of hope 

a. 1 Timothy 1:1 - Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by           
command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our          
hope, 

i. Jesus, the real, living, abiding Son of God, the 
Word become flesh, The Great grace of God is, He 
is our hope 

2. Faith and love are not possible without hope. 

http://biblehub.com/esv/colossians/1.htm#footnotes


a. Think back to you conversion, before you ever professed faith in Jesus Christ you 
had to come to the end of yourself, you had to conclude, whether you knew this 
was your conclusion or not, that there was no hope for you to make yourself right 
with God 

b. Then, perhaps at the same instance or over time, you heard the Gospel 
message, and you began to hope that there was a way to be reconciled to, made 
right with God, and you began to hope, before you ever responded in faith, 
before you ever responded to God’s love you hoped that it might be, and it is 

3. Hope is Proven Through Faith 
a. Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the assurance, substance or evidence of things hoped  
b. Faith is the natural outworking of hope. Because you hope you have faith and 

because you have faith you do . . .  
i. By faith we understand that the universe was created by God . . . 
ii. By faith Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice . . . 
iii. By faith Abraham . . . 
iv. By faith Moses . . .  
v. By faith the People 

c. All of these examples of faith were given to proof of their hope 
 
As we Look forward to the second coming of our Lord may remember His first advent, his first 
appearing, and in remembering may we be overwhelmed with hope that he will come again 
 
 
 
 
Benidiction: 
Titus 2:11-14 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works. 
 
Discussion Questions? 

1. Do you ever find yourself indifferent or unexcited about Christmas? How might a 
change in focus or emphasis help change your attitude? 

2. Take time to discuss how you have typically thought about hope. Was your 
perspective biblical?  How are you helped by associating hope with a person, 
namely Jesus? 

3. How does hope affect faith and love? 


