
April 8, 2018 
God’s Intention in Sexuality 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 
Goals: 

1. To persuade all people- especially the unmarried- that sexual immorality is wrong because it 
violates the design of God 

2. To persuade all people- especially the married- that God should be glorified in the act of sexual 
intimacy  

Design (vs 12-13) 
1. “All things are lawful for me . . .” 

a. Paul is likely quoting himself- he had probably made such a statement in teaching the 
Corinthians and now he is having to correct the misuse of that teaching. 
i. I Corinthians 10:23ff - clean and unclean foods addressed (see also Rom 14) 

1. It appears that the Corinthians are attempting to apply the same logic to the issue 
eating food that has been sacrificed to idols and sleeping with prostitutes of those 
same idols 

2. Vs 13 moves from the generic statements of “all things” the specific example of 
“food” 

b. The argument of the Corinthians is that if the stomach is designed for food and you are 
teaching that any food is okay than the body which is designed for sex should be able to 
carry out its design with any partner. 
i. Paul corrects this thinking in a negative and a positive statement (vs 13b) 

1. Negative: “the body is not meant for sexual immorality” 
2. Positive: “but for the Lord” 

       ii. Paul then goes on to strengthen the positive statement by adding, “the Lord is meant for        
           the Body” 
      iii.  Notice: Paul does not say the body is not meant for “sex” but it is not meant for sexual  

immorality 
       iv.  The basis of Paul’s argument against sexual immorality goes beyond the law all the way  

back to God’s intention in creation. 
v.  The stomach is designed to handle all kinds of foods and to assimilate the nutrients from 

all of them for the benefit of the body 
     vi. The body, in contrast, is not designed to participate in sexual immorality. 

Sexual Union Demonstrates our Union with Christ (vs 14-20a) 
1. Notice the language: 

a. Raised with  
b. Members of  
c. Joined 
d. Becomes one with 
e. Not your own 

2. This passage is dripping with imagery intended to show us that that there is a bond between us 
and Christ and this imagery is grounded in the physiological truth of what happen to our body 
during the sexual intimacy 

Glorify (vs 20) 
 

-God desires you to bring Him glory in all things.  
-Have you ever thought that this might include your sexuality? 



-The union of a husband and a wife is meant to be a living parable of the union of Christ and his  
     church- of Christ and you 
-If it is the sexually immoral person who sins against his own body then it is the sexually moral  

person who glorifies God his body 
-If you are unmarried God is glorified in your abstinence from sexual activity 
-If you are married God is glorified in your spouse-preferring engagement in sex 
-Ephesians 5 calls all Christians to mutual submission to one another out of love for Christ  

-The wife to her husband as her head- as Christ is the head of the Church 
-The husband to his wife as his own body- dying for her just as Christ died for the Church 

 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. Does knowing the intended purpose of an object affect how you use that item? Have you ever 
thought for what your body is “meant?”  

2. What do you think the bible means when it says “the two shall become one flesh (Gen 2:4, Mat 
19:5, Mark 10:8, Eph 5:31)?” Do you believe this language to be figurative or literal? Why? 

3. How does the biblical teaching (doctrine) of our union with Christ influence our understanding 
of the union between husband and wife? 

4. Pastor Ben concluded that glorifying God “in your bodies” was accomplished through abstinence 
in singleness and spouse-preferring sexual intimacy between a married man and woman. Do you 
agree with this conclusion? (Yes, it is okay to disagree) Why or why not?    


