
October 1, 2017 
“Who do you follow?” -- The Cause of Division in Corinth (1 Cor. 1:10-4:21; Emphasis on 
1:12-17) 
 
Flow of thought 

● The report from Chloe's people is addressed in chapters 1-6 
● There are two reports one of quarreling/division, one of sexual immorality 
● Chapters 7 and following address issues that the Church in Corinth had written Paul to 

ask about 
● We are concerned with the first part of the “Report” which is from 1:12-4:21 

○ In this section though Paul will “zoom in” on a few statements and unpack them 
■ So in 1:18 and 26 he will address the idea of the cross being “emptied of 

its power” from 1:17b 
■ In 2:1-16 Paul seems to be addressing the ideal that he was sent to 

preach and not to baptize from 1:17a 
● It is not until 3:1 that Paul gets back to the division over who follows who and pretty 

much stays on that topic through chapter 4 
● Why is this important? because reading is important and understanding what you have 

read even more so 
 
Paul clarifies “quarreling” 

● One says “I follow . . .” 
○ Paul 

■ Apostle who first preached the gospel in Corinth 
■ Lived among them and “worked hard with his own hands” (4:12) 
■ Known throughout the church for his teaching and writing 
■ He is bold, confrontive, and argues from scripture 

○ Apollos 
■ Ministered in Achaia/Corinth after Paul. He has not been there yet (16:12) 

From Alexandria, we don’t know where he heard the Gospel of Jesus but 
he was competent in the scriptures 

■ He was fervent in Spirit and was an eloquent speaker 
■ He was helped along in his understanding of “the way of God (Acts 

18:26)” by Aquila and Priscilla  
○ Cephas 

■ This is Simon Peter whom we are familiar with in the NT 
■ He too was an Apostle 
■ We have no NT record of him visiting Corinth 

● The fact that there are people claiming to follow him suggests that 
he did spend time in Corinth or . . . 

● Some of the believers had been exposed to his teaching 
somewhere else and had brought it back to Corinth 



■ He is characterised in the NT by boldness and brashness (unpolished, 
rough around the edges) He tended toward Judaism (keeping the Law) 

○ Christ  
■ This is the right answer given in the wrong way 
■ The fact that Paul is writing to correct and those “following Christ” are 

mentioned along with the other factions tells me that this claim was not 
legitimate rather it is used as licence to act in ways contrary to the 
example of Christ 

● We need to be careful how we use the members of the Trinity 
○ God told me . . . God spoke to me . . . 
○ I’m following Jesus . . . Me and Jesus that all I need 
○ The Spirit spoke to my heart . . . ect.  

● Such claims are more often than not camouflage intended to blur 
the line between will of God revealed in scripture and the will of a 
person revealed in their actions.  

○ Application 
■ It is our tendency a humans to stick to what is comfortable, to what is 

known, is familiar -- to stick to what we like 
● These things then become our ideals, the model of perfection in 

our mind and we desire to identify with them because of it 
■ We even do it with things within Christendom  

● Perhaps God used the words of a particular particular person to in 
the awakening of your heart to salvation 

● Perhaps it was a particular teacher whose teaching has ministered 
to you and through which you have experienced noticeable growth 
and understanding  

● Perhaps a particular book or passage in the Bible has been a 
source of particular encouragement and the overall theme of that 
book has book has drawn you back over and over again 

● Perhaps there is a particular song songs or, dare I say, style of 
music which has ministered to your soul  

● Perhaps it's been a Christian book, a devotional which, or even an 
author whom you find yourself coming back to over and over again 

■ Who do you follow? Who or what is your Paul, your Apollos, your Cephes, 
your Christ 

■ Notice that Paul never tells the Corinthians not to follow any of those 
men. In fact in 4:16 he say “I urge you, then, be imitators of me” because 
he knows he is following Christ authentically and we can assume that he 
would say the same thing about the other men so long as they are 
following Christ authentically (3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, God gave 
the increase) 

 
 



 
 
Discussion Questions 

● Why is reading large sections of the Bible important for a Christian/Church? Do you feel 
like a “literate” Christian? 

● In what ways have you found yourself following a person/way of thinking rather than 
following the Christ?  

● Have you, like some in Corinth, ever been guilty of claiming to follow Christ but really 
following yourself? What helped you realize your error? 


