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1 Corinthians 6:9a 
 
Context 

-Paul is writing to plead for church unity (1:10) 
-He is addressing the report of different manifestations of disunity (1:11; 5:1) 
-In this section he is correcting the churches involvement in the lives of its members (chapters 5-6) 
-In the immediate context Paul is criticising them for taking their legal matters before unbelievers for  
     litigation (6:1-8) 
-Paul uses three rhetorical questions to validate his argument (6:2, 3, 9) 

-Each take the same form, “Do you not know . . .” 
-The first two are stated positively  

-Saints will (vs 2) 
-We will (vs 3) 

-Third is stated negatively 
-Unrighteous will not (vs 9) 

 
Unrighteous 

-The greek word is ἄδικοι 
-Means unrighteous, wicked, wrongdoer  

-The “ἄ” at the beginning of the word is a prefix of negation 
-e.g. “theist” - one who believes God exists vs. “atheist” one who believes God does not exist 

-So “ἄδικοι” is the negation of “δίκαιος” meaning upright, just, fair  
 

Righteous 
-The foundation of this word and the idea it communicates is a divine standard - it is referring to  

transcendent beings 
-It is fitting then that this word would be used in the NT to refer to God and Jesus 
 

God is Righteous 
-O righteous Father - John 17:25 
-It was to show his righteousness at the present time - Romans 3:26 
-If you know that he is righteous, . . . everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. - 1 
      John 2:29 
-He is faithful and just  1 John 1:9 
-"You are just, O Holy One - Revelations 16:5 
 

Jesus is Righteous 
-the Righteous One - Acts 7:52, 22:14 
-that righteous man - Matthew 27:19 
-Jesus Christ the righteous - 1 John 2:1 
-he is righteous - 1 John 3:7 
-"Surely this was a righteous man." -  Luke 23:47 
-the Holy and Righteous One - Acts 3:1 
-The Lord, the righteous judge - 2 Tim 4:8 



God is the Standard 
-Righteousness has its foundation in the Character of God and his character is perfect and Holy 
-Everything else has an “a” in front of it.  
-The “saints” and “we” in verses 2 and 3 will judge the world and angles because we have been given  

an alien righteousness - a righteousness that is not our own 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


